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Portland Oregon
Nov .9, 1967

Dear NMr. Wheeler,

e hope you will be able to enlighten us some-
what regarding the importence of WATHER WELL registra-
tion with the state of Oregon.

We also wish to establish proof of registration
of one irrigation well, described below, supposedly
now reglstered with the state.

In 196% we purchased the property of Chas. and
Witt 4. Sheppard, Route 1 Box 37, Columbia county, Scap-
poose Ore., and were given a registration statement form
which gives details of an irrigation well located on sald
nroverty. The document does not heve a reciaster number nor
¢ certificate number. 1t glves no detes other than establlis-
hing 1952 as the year of the well digging, and Nov,H,1952
as the time of testing. The well is drilled, i A7E Tt
deep and has an elght Inch casinge The deoth to the water
teble is #& ft. The capacity of the well 1s 105 Go.PM,
with 16 ft. drawdown.

The location 1s given es 350 ft.®. plus 440 ft.S.
of the N.@.corner being within the N.E.} of the S.W.% of
Sec.24 TWP.,3 N, Rge.2 W,. Perhaps we should salso mention
that the well hss a turbine pump with a fiftsen Hp.0efe
motor.

e hope this information is sufficently detalled
ond will enable you to determine 1f the well is registersd
in the stete of Uregon, and agein, how Tmportant 1t 1s to

do 80.
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November 30, 1967

Mr. Vern McClarin
2003 Nok. Holman
Portland, Oregon 97211

Dear Sir:

ve are in receipt of your letter of November 1% in which you make
inguiry regarding water well registration with the state of Oregon. You state
in your letter that you have purchased the property owned by Charles and Witt
Ae Sheppard of Houte 1, Box 37, Scappoose, Oregon in Columbia Countye

Mr. Sheppard filed a well registration statement with this office on
July 21, 1958. The well is registered under Application CR=2347 and Certificate
Noé GR=-2230, The well is reported %o be located in the NWASEV, Section 2y Towne
ship 3 Ney Renge ? Yo, WeMe The registration indicates that the well was con-
structed in 1952 and appropriates 100 gallons per minute for the irrigation of
13 acres which are located as follows: U acres in the SWI/NWY, Section 2hy 5
nores in the NEYSWh, and b acres in the SEMNWY all being within Section 2L of
Township 3 N., Range 2 W, This registration statement represents a claim to a
vestéd right to appropriate ground water for irrigation and is in good order.
Such registrations will be considered in meking final determinations of water
rights at the time of adjudication.

we are enclosing an assignment form which you should complete and re-
turn to this office together with the assignment fee of £1,00. This assignment
form will permit us to change the neme of the ownership of this water right. Upon
receint of the completed assignment form, we will aménd our records to show you
as the new owner of this well and propertys '

Any persons who had  begun the construction of a well or had lawfully
applied ground water to beneficial use prior to the effective date of controlling
legislation has a vested water right. To preserve thig right, guch persons must
have filed their registration statement with the State Lngineer prior to August 3,
1958, Failure to register such claims created the presumption that such claim had
been abandoneds. Fach person who registered a claim for a vested right received a
certificate of registration. This certifiocate ig not a final weter right, but it
does primafacie- engitle the reglistrant to appropriate ground water and apply it
to beneficial use to the extent and in the mammer disclosed in the recorded ra=-
gistration statement and certificate of registration. A final water right will not
be icgued until the State Engineer has made a final determination of the rights of

each registrant to appropriate ground water, and his findings ave confirmed BY
court decree. This procedure is called adjudication as mentioned above.




Vern MeClarin 2 November 30, 1967

‘Phe provisions of the new law in regard to well registration did not
apply to appropriations of ground water for shock watering purposes, for watering
any lawn or noncommercial garden not exceeding one-half acre in area, for single
or group domestic purposes in an amount not exceeding 15,000 gallons per day, or
for single industrial or commercial purposes in an amount not exceeding 5,000
gallons per day. Registration atatements for exempted uses were not accepted
since they were exempt by the law. '

1f we may be of further service, please contact this office.
Very truly yours,

CHRIS L. WHEBLER
State Engineex

By
Wme B¢ Bartholomew
Geologist
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