Crook County Legal Counsel

Mailing Address: 300 NE Third St., Prineville, OR 97754 ® Phone: 541-416-3919
Physical Address: 267 NE 2nd St., Ste 200, Prineville, OR 97754 ® Fax:  541-447-6705

JIEEE 5 §Fel| March 3, 2022

VIA EMAIL TO: ryan.m.andrews@oregon.gov AND traci.naile@state.or.us

Ryan Andrews Traci Naile, Manager

Hydrologist Operations and Preparedness

Oregon Water Resources Department Office of Emergency Mgmt

Oregon Drought Readiness Council Co-Chair Oregon Drought Readiness Council Co-Chair
725 Summer Street NE Ste A PO Box 14370

Salem OR 97301 Salem OR 97301

RE: Crook County, Oregon — Drought Declaration
Our File No. Ct Orders 83

Mr. Andrews and Ms. Naile:

Crook County, Oregon, by and through its County Court, requests that the Governor of Oregon
issue an executive order for all of Crook County under the provisions of ORS Chapter 536 as a
direct result of severe and continuing drought conditions.

There is the potential for the Crook County agricultural and livestock, natural resources,
recreation, tourism, and related economies to experience widespread and severe damage
resulting from extreme weather conditions within the county. All of Crook County remains in
the D4-Exceptional Drought category. Our two reservoirs are at historic lows and streamflow
conditions are a third of the average.

The County formally declared a drought yesterday and I have attached a copy of the adopted
Resolution and Order for your files. The Crook County Court (Board of Commissioners) has
determined that additional action by and support from the State is needed. This may
include assistance from the Oregon Water Resources Department and other Oregon
executive branch agencies, operating within their statutory authorities.

The Crook County Court therefore requests an executive order from the Governor
declaring a state of drought emergency in Crook County. We extend in advance our
appreciation for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

"/ John Eisler, Assistant County Counsel
Cc: County Court

Eric Blaine, County Counsel e John Eisler, Assistant County Counsel ® Regina Paul, Paralegal I1/Office Manager
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" |, Cheryl Seely, County Clerk for Crook County,
oregon certify that the Instrument identiflled
heraln was recorded in the Clerk records.

Cheryl Seely - County Cleri

: } : IN THE COUNTY COURT OF THE STATE OF OREGON
i ' FOR THE. COUNTY OF CROOK :

INTHE MATTER OF: - RESOLUTION
DECLARATION OF LOCAL DROUGHT -~ AND ORDER 202210
AND REQUEST TO DECLARE A STATE '

OF DROUGHT EMERGENCY FOR

T 'CROOK COUNTY OREGON

WHEREAS on thts 2nd day of March 2022 the Crook County Court ﬁnds that the Ctook Cotinty
' agrtcultura] and livestock: industties, recreation, and re[ated economies are suffermg widespread and severe
-economic damage potentlal injuries, and loss of property resulnng from extremie weather condltlons wrthm
the County, and : :

WHEREAS annual water supphes availabie for irrigators il ranchers within Crook County are a function”

. of winter snowpack for water. stofage in Ochoco and Pnnevzlle Rescrvojts and natutal flows in the Crooked
Rrvet and i 1ts mbuta.nes, and :

" 8 WHEREAS Crook County is the only county in the State sull fully m the D4 = Excepuon Drought
category smce last summier; and .

WHEREAS Pnnevx]le Reservorr storage is at 29 000-acre feet and Ochoco Reserv01r is at4, 100 acre feet—
' both measurements ate the Jowest levels ¢ on record and roughly. half of what they were 4t thrs tie last ~
' year—leavmg the. County with 2 deﬁc1t of 33,400 acte feet compared to last yeat; and

WHEREAS snowpaek in the Upper Deschutes and Crooked Basins, as of Febrirary 1 is at 92% of the
" median; precxprtatxon for the crop watet year (Ogt. 1 = Feb. 1) is:at 93% of the medlan, and stteamﬂow '
Forecasts are between' ?0%—91 % of the medlan and

WHEREAS current streamﬂow condxtrons m the County are less than 30% of the average and feservoir
'storage is only 17% full; and :

'WHEREAS the above condmons result in loss of economic stabthty, ‘pastute shortages decrease in feed
production, shortencd growing season, réduction in recrcatlonal opportumtles, and decieased water supphes
for Crook County agrl.cultural and hvestock producers, and

WHEREAS the Crook County ¢ Court determmes that extraordmary measures must be taken to allevmte

sufferlng c;f people and livestock anid to protect or rmtlgate economic loss and to be fesponsive to the
thtreat of wﬂdﬁres

-Pa_ge 1of2 - ORDER 20_22-.;_0




NOW; THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED by the Ctook Cotinty Gourt that
1. A severe, continuing drought is declared within Ctook County.
2. Ctook County drought Brmergericy Management Plan has been implemented.

3. PurSuant to ORS 536 720, we find that appropnate response is beyond the capabilzty of Crook .
County. We ate dcclarlng a statc of emergency for the purposc of assessment, cvaluatzon and acquiring the
abxhty to provxde appropriate available resources.

4. Request The Honorable Kate Brown, Govetnor of Otegon; declare a Drought Emergency for all
of Crook County under the prowsxons of ORS 536740 dué to severe and’ continuing drought ¢onditions

bcgmnmg at this time and continuing for an unknown pcnod of time; and ditect the Orcgon Dcpartment of . -

Water Resources to make available in Crook County: Temporary Transfers of Water Rjghts ‘and Emetgency
Water Use Petmits, and Use of Existing Right Option/ Agreement and othet federal and state drought ,
assistance and prograims as needed. :

5. - This pr(')cl'amat'lon Shall take effect irnrhediﬁely from and, -b;fter its iséuancé..

"BEIT FURTHER ORDER.ED that this Order be ﬁled in the Crook County Clerk’s’ Ofﬁce and .
that it be effective when so filed, . : '

Adopted this 2nd day'.-;_:f}Mar" 2022,

BARNEY, Cefanty Cortiabioner
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