BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FOR MORROW COUNTY, OREGON

IN THE MATTER OF DECLARING )
A STATE OF DROUGHT ) RESOLUTION NO. R-2022-4
EMERGENCY IN MORROW COUNTY )

THIS MATTER COMING BEFORE the Morrow County Board of Commissioners
sitting as the County governing body on March 2, 2022, at a regularly scheduled meeting;
and

WHEREAS, information has been provided to the Morrow County Board of
Commissioners that a drought is occurring in Morrow County and that protective actions
may be, or are, required to protect the citizens of Morrow County; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture has designated Morrow County as a
contiguous disaster county due to drought, enabling producers in the County eligible for
emergency aid, with a moderate drought monitor condition; and

WHEREAS, the National Drought Mitigation Center has listed a large portion of
Morrow County as “Extreme Drought” with smaller portions listed as “Severe Drought”
as of February 17,2022. See Attachment A attached hereto and herein incorporated by
this reference; and

WHEREAS, unless weather conditions improve substantially to above normal
conditions, water users who rely on stored water will have a shortened water use season,
and depending upon the priority date of their water right, water users who rely on stream
flows will have substantially less water available and a shortened water use season; and

WHEREAS, the above conditions will result in severe economic hardship to Morrow
County, including shortages of livestock forage, loss of agricultural interests, and
increased chance of wildfire;

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners resolves that:

1. A state of emergency exists in Morrow County due to drought conditions.

2. Due to the state of emergency, the Morrow County Board of Commissioners does
hereby request and entreat the Honorable Kate Brown, Governor of the State of

Oregon, to:
A. Declare a “State of Emergency,” a drought, to exist in Morrow County,
Oregon under ORS 536;
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B. Direct the Oregon Water Resources Department to provide all available
means of assistance to Morrow County agricultural producers.

C. Direct Office of Emergency Management to coordinate and assist as
needed, to address current and projected conditions in Morrow County.

D. Direct all other state agencies to coordinate with the above agencies and to

provide appropriate state resources as determined necessary to assist those
affected in Morrow County.

Dated this 2" day of March 2022.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR
MORROW COUNTY, OREGON

Doherty, Chair

=

Don Russ#Tl¢ICommissioner

M

Melissa I:fndsay,aéem.missioner

Applys to Form:

W ounty Counsel
TSt~ Vofce
OS> #07 b0
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Short-Term Drought Indicator Blend
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These experimental drought blends integrate several key drought monitoring products and
indices into a single short-term or long-term product, based on the methodology
developed at the NOAA Climate Prediction Center. The blends are created using the Climate
Engine tool, and apply the CPC weighting ratios to the high-resolution gridMET gridded
research dataset. The data is updated daily, with a delay of 2 to 3 days to allow for data
collection and quality control.

The long-term blend combines PDSI, Z-Index, and 6-month, 1-year, 2-year, and 5-year SP| to
estimate the overall long-term drought. Please refer to the product documentation for
more information. This product is an example of current NIDIS-funded research.

This data is updated every 5 days, with a delay of 4 to 5 days to allow for data collection and
quality control.

D4 D3 D2 THRTY _wo W TV
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Click here for mare information about this legend

Source(s): UC Merced, Climate Engine Last Updated - 02/14/22
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Long-Term Drought Indicator Blend
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These experimental drought blends integrate several key drought monitoring products and
indices into a single short-term or long-term product, based on the methodology
developed at the NOAA Climate Prediction Center. The blends are created using the Climate
Engine tool, and apply the CPC weighting ratios to the high-resolution gridMET gridded
research dataset. The data is updated daily, with a delay of 2 to 3 days to allow for data
collection and quality control.

The long-term blend combines PDSI, Z-Index, and 6-month, 1-year, 2-year, and 5-year SP| to
estimate the overall long-term drought. Please refer to the product documentation for
more information. This product is an example of current NIDIS-funded research.

This data is updated every 5 days, with a delay of 4 to 5 days to allow for data collection and
quality control.
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Click here for more information about this legend

Source(s): UC Merced, Climate Engine Last Updated - 02/14/22
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Attachment A -8

Historical Conditions for Morrow County

The U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM) is a national map released every Thursday, showing
parts of the U.S. that are in drought. The USDM relies on drought experts to synthesize
the best available data and work with local observers to interpret the information. The
USDM also incorporates ground truthing and information about how drought is affecting
people, via a network of more than 450 observers across the country, including state
climatologists, National Weather Service staff, Extension agents, and hydrologists.
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DDO DD1 -DZ.DS .D4 U.S. Drought Monitor

Morrow County, OR
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Attachment A - 12
Attachment A-12

Historical Conditions for Morrow County

The U.S. Drought Monitor (USDM) is a national map released every Thursday, showing
parts of the U.S. that are in drought. The USDM relies on drought experts to synthesize
the best available data and work with local observers to interpret the information. The
USDM also incorporates ground truthing and information about how drought is affecting
people, via a network of more than 450 observers across the country, including state
climatologists, National Weather Service staff, Extension agents, and hydrologists.
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