THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF UMATILLA COUNTY

STATE OF OREGON

Umatilla County, Oregon )
Proclamation of Drought ) Order No. BCC2026-011
Disaster )

WHEREAS information has been provided to the Umatilla County
Board of Commissioners, that a drought is occurring in Umatilla
County and that protective actions may be or are required to
protect the Citizens of Umatilla County;

WHEREAS Umatilla County is currently experiencing drought
conditions affecting 100 percent of the County according to the
U.S. Drought Monitor;

WHEREAS the February 17, 2026 U.S. Drought Monitor indicates
the entire County is classified in Moderate Drought (D1l) or worse,
with approximately 55 percent of the County classified in Severe
Drought (D2) ;

WHEREAS precipitation across the region has been below normal,
resulting in reduced soil moisture and increased concern regarding
spring runoff and water supply conditions;

WHEREAS snowpack monitoring within the Middle Columbia Basin
indicates snow water equivalent remains below historical norms,
reducing anticipated water availability for the 2026 irrigation
season;

WHEREAS water supply forecasts indicate below-normal water
availability across much of Oregon;

WHEREAS Cold Springs Reservoir was 29% full and McKay
Reservoir storage was 34% full;

WHEREAS local irrigation and water management organizations
have requested consideration of a drought declaration to allow
evaluation of drought response tools and planning for anticipated
water supply constraints;

WHEREAS continued drought conditions may impact agricultural
production, natural resources, municipal water supply, and seasonal

Order No. BCC2026-011 - Page 1 of 3



wildfire conditions;
NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners orders that:

1. A state of emergency exists in Umatilla County due to
drought conditions.

2 Due to the state of emergency, the Umatilla County Board
of Commissioners does hereby request and entreat the Honorable Tina
Kotek, Governor of the State of Oregon, to:

(A) Declare a “State of Emergency”, a drought, to exist
in Umatilla County, Oregon;

(B) Direct the Oregon Water Resources Department to
provide all available means of assistance to Umatilla County
agricultural producers.

(C) Direct Office of Emergency Management to coordinate

and assist as needed to address current and projected conditions in
Umatilla County.

(D) Direct all other state agencies to coordinate with
the above agencies and to provide appropriate state resources as
determined necessary to assist those affected in Umatilla County.

3 Umatilla County will coordinate with state agencies,
water users, and stakeholders regarding drought response
and planning.

DATED this 4th day of March, 2026.
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