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ORS 537.730 and 537.735 establish the process by which the Water Resources Commission may 
designate an area of the state as a critical groundwater area. OAR Chapter 690, Division 507 
implements the statutes and provides the Department procedures and criteria for the purpose of 
managing the groundwater resource and evaluating requests for allocation of groundwater. 

AUTHORITY 

1) Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR) 690-507-0750 states in pertinent part that the Director 
issued an order on May 15, 199 1, declaring the Stage Gulch Critical Groundwater Area. The 
order described the exterior boundaries and divided the area with eight subareas for the 
purposes of managing the groundwater resource. The response of groundwater levels to 
pumpage in each subarea is largely independent of pumpage within other subareas. 

2) OAR 690-507-0770 states in pertinent part that the use of water from the basalt groundwater 
reservoir within the Stage Gulch Critical Groundwater Area shall be limited to the 
sustainable annual yield. Water from the basalt groundwater reservoir in the Stage Gulch 
Critical Groundwater Area shall be used for irrigation only during the irrigation season. The 
irrigation season shall begin on the I st of March and end on the 30th of November. The 
Department shall not accept any new applications for appropriation of water from the basalt 
groundwater reservoir within the Stage Gulch Critical Groundwater Area. 

3) OAR 690-507-0780 states in pertinent part that appropriation of groundwater from the Stage 
Gulch Critical Groundwater Area is prohbited unless the water user meets certain 
requirements. A water user authorized by OAR 690-507-08 10 to pump water from the basalt 
groundwater reservoir shall satisfy the following conditions: 

Wells shall have an access port with a minimum diameter of 3/4 inch. The access shall be 
adequate to determine the water level at any time. 

A water user may install a functioning airline with a pressure gage in addition to the 
access port. 
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