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Groundwater Transfer Review Summary Form 

 

Transfer/PA # T- _14433_ 

GW Reviewer _Gabriela Ferreira _   Date Review Completed:  _July 12, 2024_ 

 

Summary of Same Source Review:  

☐  The proposed change in point of appropriation is not within the same aquifer as per OAR 690-380-

2110(2). 

 

Summary of Injury Review: 

☐ The proposed transfer will result in another, existing water right not receiving previously available 

water to which it is legally entitled or result in significant interference with a surface water source as per 

690-380-0100(3). 

 

Summary of GW-SW Transfer Similarity Review: 

☐ The proposed SW-GW transfer doesn’t meet the definition of “similarly” as per OAR 690-380-2130. 

 

This is only a summary.  Documentation is attached and should be read thoroughly to understand the 

basis for determinations. 
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Oregon Water Resources Department 

725 Summer Street NE, Suite A 

Salem, Oregon 97301-1271 

(503) 986-0900 

www.wrd.state.or.us 

Ground Water Review Form: 
     ☐ Water Right Transfer 

     ☒ Permit Amendment 

     ☐ GR Modification 

     ☐ Other 

Application: T-14433 Applicant Name: Twin Springs LLC, c/o Lili Tova               

Proposed Changes: ☐ POA ☒ APOA ☐ SW→GW  ☒ RA 

☐ USE ☐ POU ☐ OTHER 

Reviewer(s): Gabriela Ferreira Date of Review: July 12, 2024 

  Date Reviewed by GW Mgr. and Returned to WRSD: JTI 8/26/24 

 

The information provided in the application is insufficient to evaluate whether the proposed 

transfer may be approved because: 

☐ The water well reports provided with the application do not correspond to the water rights 

affected by the transfer. 

☐ The application does not include water well reports or a description of the well construction 

details sufficient to establish the ground water body developed or proposed to be developed. 

☐ Other       

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

1. Basic description of the changes proposed in this transfer: This transfer proposes to modify 

Permit G-18341, which authorizes nursery use on 18.5 acres for a total 0.46 cfs by two 

POAs, Well 1 (not yet constructed) and Well 2 (CLAC 75517). The transfer proposes three 

additional POAs, Well 3, Well 4, and Well 5.  

Note: Groundwater level data from the authorized POA well indicate rapidly-declining 

levels in the few years of available data, further discussed in Section 7 of this review.  
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2. Will the proposed POA develop the same aquifer (source) as the existing authorized POA? 

☒ Yes     ☐ No     Comments: The current authorized POAs, proposed Well 1 and Well 2 / 

CLAC 75517, develop groundwater bearing zone(s) within the Rhododendron Formation. 

Near the POAs, the Rhododendron Formation is encountered at depths greater than 

approximately 200 feet bls to the top of the CRBG, approximately 1000 feet bls. Permit G-

18431 Condition #4 states that “Groundwater production shall occur only from the 

groundwater reservoir between approximately 200 feet and 400 feet below land surface.” 

The original groundwater review completed July 17, 2019 indicates that the POAs should 

develop one water-bearing zone only, the Rhododendron Formation, in order to prevent 

commingling between the Rhododendron Formation and overlying alluvium, and to prevent 

the likelihood of hydraulic connection between the POAs and the Sandy River. A 

memorandum dated December 6, 2019 regarding Permit G-18150 Condition #4 clarified 

that “a well completed in a single consolidated volcanic groundwater reservoir located 

deeper than the approximate 300 foot depth listed in permit G-18150 will meet the intent of 

Condition #4”. Therefore, the proposed construction of the additional POAs would develop 

the same source as the authorized POAs.  

3. a) Is there more than one source developed under the right (e.g., basalt and alluvium)? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No   Not applicable 

b) If yes, estimate the portion of the right supplied by each of the sources and describe any 

limitations that will need to be placed on the proposed change (rate, duty, etc.):       

a) Will this proposed change, at its maximum allowed rate of use, likely result in an increase 

in interference with another ground water right? 

☒ Yes     ☐  No   Comments: The nearest wells producing from the 

Rhododendron Formation are much shallower than the existing and proposed POAs. The 

nearest similarly constructed well also producing from the Rhododendron Formation was 

identified as CLAC 51283. The authorized location for POA Well 1 (not yet constructed) is 

approximately 2,150 feet from CLAC 51283; proposed APOA Well 5 is about 1,950 feet 

from that same location. The proposed APOA Well 5 location is about 200 feet nearer to 

CLAC 51283. Based on the reduced intervening distance, the proposed use could result in 

an increase in interference.  

b) If yes, would this proposed change, at its maximum allowed rate of use, likely result in 

another groundwater right not receiving the water to which it is legally entitled? 

4. ☐ Yes     ☒ No     If yes, explain: The potential interference between Well 5 and CLAC 

51283 was evaluated with the maximum authorized rate of 0.46 cfs (~206 gpm). The results 

are shown on the attached figures.   

The relatively minor change in distance does not substantially change the modeled 

drawdown. Under more conservative aquifer parameters, drawdown may temporarily exceed 

25 feet, particularly during irrigation season pumping; however, under all aquifer parameter 

scenarios evaluated, the total drawdown equilibrates to less than 25 feet. Therefore, the 

proposed change is unlikely to result in another groundwater right not receiving the water to 

which it is legally entitled.  
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5. a) Will this proposed change, at its maximum allowed rate of use, likely result in an increase 

in interference with another surface water source? 

☒ Yes     ☐ No     Comments: The currently authorized POAs are hydraulically connected 

to the Sandy River, approximately 2,200 feet north of the authorized POAs. Proposed POAs 

Well 3, Well 4, and Well 5 would be located between 1,400 and 2,000 feet from the Sandy 

River. The reduced intervening distance would likely result in an increase in interference 

with the Sandy River. The authorized POAs are also hydraulically connected to Cedar 

Creek, although the proposed APOAs are farther north and east from Cedar Creek, and 

therefore interference is not likely to increase.  

b) If yes, at its maximum allowed rate of use, what is the expected change in degree of 

interference with any surface water sources resulting from the proposed change? 

Stream: Sandy River ☒ Minimal    ☐ Significant 

Stream:       ☐ Minimal    ☐ Significant 

Provide context for minimal/significant impact: Analytical models typically used to estimate 

stream interference/depletion (Hunt 1999, Hunt 2003) are not appropriate for this particular 

hydrogeologic setting within a volcanic/volcaniclastic formation, given the locality’s high 

local topographic relief and correspondingly great variability in surface water and 

groundwater levels. However, the estimate changed in degree of interference is expected to 

be minimal, given the proposed POA’s relatively minor change in intervening distance and 

low transmissivity.  

6. For SW-GW transfers, will the proposed change in point of diversion affect the surface 

water source similarly (as per OAR 690-380-2130) to the authorized point of diversion 

specified in the water use subject to transfer?  

☐ Yes     ☐ No     Comments: Not applicable 

7. What conditions or other changes in the application are necessary to address any potential 

issues identified above:       

8. Any additional comments: Water level measurements reported for currently authorized POA 

Well 1 / CLAC 75517 indicate water levels have rapidly declined from the first available 

measurement in 2020 at 484.1 ft bls to the most recent measurement in 2024 at 521.02 ft bls 

(total 36.92 feet of decline, average 9 feet per year).  

Permit G-18341 indicates that, “Following the first year of water use, the user shall report 

seven consecutive annual static water level measurements. The first of these seven annual 

measurements will establish the reference level against which future annual measurements 

will be compared […] The water user shall discontinue use of, or reduce the rate or volume 

of withdrawal from, the well(s) if any of the following events occurs: […] B. Annual water 

level measurements reveal a water level decline of 15 or more feet in fewer than five 

consecutive years; or  C. Annual water level measurements reveal a water level decline of 

25 or more feet”  

Based on the language within Permit G-18341 and water use reporting, the reference level 

for CLAC 75517 is 491.17 feet (dated March 15, 2021, following the first year of use in 

2020). Reported water levels indicate a decline from the reference level of 27.83 feet 

from 2021 to 2024, exceeding conditions B and C stated above.  

The proposed APOAs and the second authorized POA have not yet been drilled.  
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If T-14433 is approved, the reference level set for the remaining authorized and the 

proposed additional POAs should be based on the March 15, 2021 water level 

measurement of CLAC 75517. Given the topographical relief, some hydraulic gradient is 

expected between the locations for the authorized and proposed POAs. The reference levels 

for the APOAs will be set based on measurements taken after the wells are constructed, 

using the measurements from CLAC 75517 as the basis for extrapolation of a reference level 

set for each additional well based on the water level calculated to have existed at the well 

location following the first year of water use under the permit.  

 

Further, given (1) observed water level declines in the area, (2) that the remaining 

undeveloped authorized POA and any future authorized APOAs may be drilled 7 years or 

more after first water use under the permit, and (3) given the condition in permit G-18561 

that “…the Director may require the user to obtain and report additional annual static water 

level measurements beyond the seven year minimum reporting period.”, if T-1443 is 

approved, the superseding permit shall require the water right holder to obtain, from a 

qualified individual, and report annual static water level measurements for the life of 

the water right (until/unless the right is canceled). 
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Site Map 
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Modeled Interference: Authorized Well 1 to CLAC 51283 

 

 

Modeled Interference: Proposed Well 5 to CLAC 51283 
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