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Groundwater Transfer Review Summary Form 

 

Transfer/PA # T- _14717 (RA) re-review_ 

GW Reviewer _Steve Ahlquist_   Date Review Completed:  _6/24/2026_ 

 

Summary of Same Source Review:  

☐  The proposed change in point of appropriation is not within the same aquifer as per OAR 690-380-

2110(2). 

 

Summary of Water Level Decline Condition Review:  

☐ Water levels at the original point(s) of appropriation have exceeded the allowed decline threshold 

defined by conditions in the originating water right.  

 

Summary of Injury Review: 

☐ The proposed transfer will result in another, existing water right not receiving previously available 

water to which it is legally entitled or result in significant interference with a surface water source as per 

690-380-0100(3). 

 

Summary of GW-SW Transfer Similarity Review: 

☐ The proposed SW-GW transfer doesn’t meet the definition of “similarly” as per OAR 690-380-2130. 

 

This is only a summary.  Documentation is attached and should be read thoroughly to understand the 

basis for determinations. 
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Oregon Water Resources Department 

725 Summer Street NE, Suite A 

Salem, Oregon 97301-1271 

(503) 986-0900 

www.wrd.state.or.us 

Ground Water Review Form: 
     ☐ Water Right Transfer 

     ☒ Permit Amendment 

     ☐ GR Modification 

     ☐ Other 

Application: T-14717 (RA) Applicant Name: City of Monmouth               

Proposed Changes: ☐ POA ☒ APOA ☐ SW→GW  ☒ RA 

☐ USE ☐ POU ☐ OTHER 

Reviewer(s): Steve Ahlquist Date of Review: 6/24/2026 

  Date Returned to WRSD: 6/24/2026 

The information provided in the application is insufficient to evaluate whether the proposed 

transfer may be approved because: 

☐ The water well reports provided with the application do not correspond to the water rights 

affected by the transfer. 

☐ The application does not include water well reports or a description of the well construction 

details sufficient to establish the ground water body developed or proposed to be developed. 

☐ Other       

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

1. Basic description of the changes proposed in this transfer: This review is for the amended 

application received on April 15, 2026, and supersedes the previous groundwater review 

completed on September 11, 2025. The applicant proposes to add three additional points of 

appropriation (APOAs) for Permit G-12976 which authorizes 6.0 cubic feet per second (cfs) 

from two POAs (Well A/POLK 50392 & Well B/POLK 50390) for year-round municipal 

use. The proposed APOAs are POLK 52513, POLK 52861, and POLK 52953, located 

adjacent to the Willamette River.   

2. Will the proposed POA develop the same aquifer (source) as the existing authorized POA? 

☒ Yes     ☐ No     Comments: The authorized POAs and proposed APOAs all obtain water 

from unconsolidated sands and gravels of the Holocene floodplain of the Willamette River 

(Conlon and others, 2005; Woodward and others, 1998).   

3. a) Is the existing authorized POA subject to a water level decline condition? 

☒ Yes     ☐ No  Comments: POLK 50392 and POLK 50390 are subject to a water 

level decline condition for Permit G-12976 to allow no more than 25 feet of decline over 

any period.  
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4. b) If yes, for each POA identify the reference level, most recent spring-high water level, and 

whether an applicable permit decline condition has been exceeded: Reference levels have 

not been set for the POAs. Permit G-12976 includes a condition requiring the water user to 

submit a monitoring plan that “stipulates a reference water level against which any water-

level declines will be compared.” A monitoring plan was submitted on May 26, 2005, and 

approved on July 5, 2005, identifying the reference level as the initial water level 

measurement to be taken in September 2005. OWRD records indicate the first static water 

level for POLK 50392 was collected in May 2011 and no water levels have been reported 

for POLK 50390. Water levels in well POLK 50392 appear to be reasonably stable since 

2011, and the permit’s decline thresholds have not been exceeded. 

5. a) Is there more than one source developed under the right (e.g., basalt and alluvium)? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No  Comments: The authorized and proposed POAs develop the Willamette 

alluvial aquifer system.  

b) If yes, estimate the portion of the right supplied by each of the sources and describe any 

limitations that will need to be placed on the proposed change (rate, duty, etc.): N/A 

6. a) Will this proposed change, at its maximum allowed rate of use, likely result in an increase 

in interference with another ground water right? 

☒ Yes     ☐ No     Comments: There are several residential properties located within 500 

feet of the proposed APOAs that may have domestic wells.   

b) If yes, would this proposed change, at its maximum allowed rate of use, likely result in 

another groundwater right not receiving the water to which it is legally entitled? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If yes, explain: The proposed APOAs are within 100 feet of the 

Willamette River and are completed in highly transmissive coarse-grained Holocene flood 

plain sediments that have an efficient hydraulic connection with the stream. Due to the 

strong hydraulic connection and proximity to the river, the proposed APOAs will obtain 

most water from the Willamette River so interference with other groundwater users is 

expected to be minimal.  

7. a) Will this proposed change, at its maximum allowed rate of use, likely result in an increase 

in interference with another surface water source? 

☒ Yes     ☐ No     Comments: The proposed APOAs are located within 100 feet of the 

Willamette River whereas the authorized POAs are over 1-mile from the Willamette River. 

The reduced intervening distance will result in an increase in interference with the 

Willamette River.  

b) If yes, at its maximum allowed rate of use, what is the expected change in degree of 

interference with any surface water sources resulting from the proposed change? 

Stream: Willamette River ☒ Minimal    ☐ Significant 

Stream:       ☐ Minimal    ☐ Significant 

Provide context for minimal/significant impact: The Hunt (2003) model, which simulates 

stream depletion from pumping in a confined aquifer, was used to estimate the change in 

interference with the Willamette River as a result of the proposed changes. Model results 

indicate that stream depletion could increase by up to approximately 49% of the average 

pumping rate after 41 days of continuous pumping, and by 29% after 365 days.  

To reduce the increase in streamflow depletion associated with the proposed APOAs, the 

applicant has proposed reducing the authorized diversion rate under permit G-12976 from 
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6.0 to 4.0 cfs, as proposed in a December 16, 2025 email from the applicant’s agent. At this 

reduced pumping rate, Hunt model results indicate no net increase in streamflow depletion 

from the Willamette River after 365 days of continuous pumping, and a maximum increase 

in seasonal streamflow depletion of 1.7 cfs over shorter pumping durations.  

For comparison, Watershed ID# 183 WILLAMETTE R > COLUMBIA R – AB MILL CR, 

which encompasses the adjacent reach of the Willamette River, has an estimated 990 cfs of 

Net Water Available in August (the month of lowest expected flow) at the 80 percent 

Exceedance Level (see attached Water Availability Analysis). Therefore, the change in 

degree of interference with the Willamette River resulting from the proposed change is 

expected to be minimal.  

 

8. For SW-GW transfers, will the proposed change in point of diversion affect the surface 

water source similarly (as per OAR 690-380-2130) to the authorized point of diversion 

specified in the water use subject to transfer?  

☐ Yes     ☐ No     Comments: N/A 

9. What conditions or other changes in the application are necessary to address any potential 

issues identified above: The authorized rate under G-12976 should be diminished from 6.0 

to 4.0 cfs to avoid a significant increase in interference with the Willamette River. 

10. Any additional comments: Permit G-12976 is subject to Fish Persistence Conditions as 

stipulated in the last Extension of Time, signed on January 6, 2012. These conditions require 

water use reductions to maintain minimum fish flow needs in the Willamette River. Water 

use reductions are to be calculated based on the undeveloped portion of the permit having 

PSI with the Willamette River (EPSI).  Any relocation of POAs under this permit requires a 

new value of EPSI to be quantified. Because the proposed APOAs are located in close 

proximity to the Willamette River, the new value for EPSI to be used in water use reduction 

calculations should equal the full proposed rate of 4.0 cfs.  
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Ground Water Review Form Transfer Application: T-14717 (RA)       

 Page 5 of 11 Version: 20210204 

Well Location Map 
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Hunt 2003 Stream Depletion Model Results - Well 2/POLK 52861 with Willamette River 
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Hunt 2003 Stream Depletion Model Results - Well 3/POLK 52953 with Willamette River 
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Hunt 2003 Stream Depletion Model Results - Well A/POLK 50392 with Willamette River 
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Hunt 2003 Stream Depletion Model Results - Well A(POA) & Well 2(APOA) Comparison 
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Hunt 2003 Stream Depletion Model Results - Well 2/POLK 52861 Diminished Rate 
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Water Availability Analysis for Watershed ID#183 

 

  

 


