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Emergency Use Permit Application Processing

ORS 536.700-780 and OAR 690-019-0040(1) authorize the Director, after the Governor deciares that
a severe, continuing drought exists, to issue emergency-use permits to replace water not available
under an existing right because of the drought. Each application must be for use in a designated
drought area.

PLEASE NOTE: Due to the pervasive drought and rapidly declining groundwater levels in the Klamath
Basin, the Oregon Water Resources Department will not issue Drought Emergency Use Permits for
groundwater in the Klamath Basin in 2022.

A portion of the application fees for drought emergency permits is non-refundable. If the
Department evaluates a drought permit application and determines that a permit cannot be issued,
the recording fee is refunded, and the Department will retain the exam fee.

1. Completeness Determination

The Department evaluates whether the application and accompanying map contain all of the
information required under OAR 690-019-0040, OAR 690-019-0050, and OAR 690-019-0100
(www.oregon.gov/owrd/law). When an application does not contain all the information and
supporting material required by the application form and these rules, the application will be
declared incomplete, and the applicant notified. Additionally, the application may be
returned with a request for additional information, and the applicant will have 30 days to
complete the application. If the applicant fails to complete the application within 30 days, it
will be rejected.

2. Public Notice

Public notice of receipt of emergency use applications and approval of such applications will
be included in the Department’s regular public notice of applications.

3. Final Order Issued

The Director shall approve an application for emergency water use upon findings that the
proposed use will not cause injury to existing water rights and will not impair or be
detrimental to the public interest. In evaluating whether the proposed use will impair or be
detrimental to the public interest, the Director shall consider the factors described in OAR
690-310-0120 and OAR 690-310-0130.
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