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March 25, 2024      

 

Dwight French 

Oregon Water Resources Department  

725 Summer Street NE, Suite A 

Salem, OR 97301 

 

RE:  Application G-17983 

 

Dear Dwight: 

On January 15, 2015, Jeld Wen submitted an application to the Oregon Water Resources Department 

(OWRD) for a permit to use groundwater from a well at its Klamath Falls manufacturing facility. The 

groundwater application included two types of proposed water use from the water well:  

1) year-round general industrial water for use at the manufacturing facility, and  

2) water during the irrigation season to irrigate 19.48 acres of land surrounding the facility’s 

buildings. 

OWRD issued its initial review (IR) of Jeld Wen’s application on July 3, 2015. The IR determined that the 

proposed groundwater use will have the potential for substantial interference with the adjacent surface 

water (Upper Klamath Lake) and stated that a permit would not be issued without a suitable mitigation 

proposal. Jeld Wen’s industrial use portion of Claim KA-160 for use of water from the Klamath Lake is the 

foundation of their mitigation package, and Jeld Wen has been searching the region to purchase additional 

water to fully mitigate the application’s requested uses. Unfortunately, Jeld Wen has been unsuccessful in 

finding additional mitigation and therefore is scaling back the application. This letter summarizes Jeld 

Wen’s requested modifications to the original application which are as follows: 

 Current  

Application 

Modification to 

Application 

Requested Instantaneous Rate 825 gpm 825 gpm1 

Annual Volume 204 AF 
109 AF 

(equivalent to 0.15 cfs of 

pumping year-round) 

Type of Use 
Ind (year-round) 

Irrigation (19.5 Ac) 

Ind - only  

(year-round)  

Proposed Mitigation  
(following the IR) 

Jeld Wen’s Claim KA-160 

Additional Purchased Water 

Jeld Wen’s Claim KA-160 

(only) 

1. see rate and volume limitations summary below. 

Instantaneous Rate with Limited Volume. Jeld Wen is requesting an instantaneous rate of 825 gpm 

because industrial water demand varies widely across the facility and throughout the day. The facility’s 

existing water system is designed and constructed to replenish the 750,000-gallon storage tank at a rate 

of 825 gpm which is then used to deliver water to the various industrial uses across the site. However, the 

modified application is limiting the groundwater use to the volume of water that is equivalent to what would 

be generated at a pumping rate of 0.15 cfs (67.32 gpm). 
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Proposed Mitigation – Claim KA-160.  Jeld Wen holds Claim KA-160, which authorizes the year- round 

diversion and use of surface water from Klamath Lake for Industrial Uses (0.15 cfs) and Maintenance of 

Fire Suppression System (13.13 cfs). Jeld Wen proposes using the industrial portion of Claim KA-160 as 

mitigation for water use under this application G-17983 by transferring the industrial use portion of Claim 

KA-160 to instream use (see attached Claim KA-160). However, because this right has not been fully 

certificated, Jeld Wen proposes using the legislation passed in 2015 (SB 206) allowing the claim to be 

leased instream until it can be permanently transferred in-stream through the transfer process.  

Jeld Wen is confident of the eventual certification of Claim KA-160 because it is included in the Klamath 

County Circuit Court’s September 22, 2022 Order Affirming Claims Not Subject to Exceptions, which affirms 

that Claim KA-160 as determined, along with other similarly situated determined claims, are to “be fully 

affirmed in the final judgment without further hearing.” The basis for the court’s order is that the contests 

to Claim KA-160 were settled during the administrative phase of the Klamath Adjudication, and no 

exceptions were submitted during the judicial phase of the adjudication. As such, the court has set the 

stage for the issuance of a final water right certificate for Claim KA-160 at the conclusion of the judicial 

phase of the adjudication.   

Assumed Permit Conditions.  Jeld Wen assumes that a possible groundwater permit would include several 

conditions associated with the volume limitation and the need to maintain the instream lease of KA-160 

until such time as KA-160 is certificated and it can be permanently transferred to instream use. Possible 

permit condition language includes: 

• Mitigation water must provide full bucket-for-bucket replacement water. 

• Volume of water each month is limited to the monthly equivalent resulting from pumping 0.15 cfs. 

The permittee shall keep a complete record of the volume of water diverted each month and shall 

submit a report which includes water use measurements to the Department annually or more 

frequently as may be required by the Director.   

• Mitigation water must be legally protected instream for instream use and must be maintained for 

the life of the groundwater permit and subsequent certificate. 

• Before proof under the groundwater permit can be made, permanent mitigation water must be 

legally protected with a permanent instream water right transfer of the certificate issued for 

KA-160. When the Department issues a certificate for groundwater use, the authorized volume will 

not exceed the amount of permanent mitigation water that has been provided. 

Jeld Wen also recognizes that the use of mitigation requires submittal of a revised mitigation plan and 

associated fee of $790. This submittal will be completed following the re-evaluation of the application by 

OWRD’s groundwater section. 

Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions or need additional information.  

Sincerely, 

GSI Water Solutions, Inc. 

 

 

 

Bruce Brody-Heine  

Principal Hydrogeologist 

Attachments 

Claim KA-160 

Klamath County Circuit Court’s September 22, 2022 Final Order 
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