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EMERGENCY DROUGHT APPLICATION:  GROUNDWATER REVIEW 

 

TO: Water Rights Section  Date:      4/22/2021      

 

FROM: Groundwater Section:  Michael Thoma   

  Reviewer's Name 

SUBJECT: Application G-  19098        ☐ Re-review; date of original review:      ##/##/####      

  

This review is based on authorities laid out in OAR 690-019 Drought Mitigation rules.  This is an expedited review to 

evaluate an emergency request for groundwater use for one season under a Governor’s drought declaration. Notwithstanding 

groundwater availability, stability of the groundwater resource, and surface water and Scenic Waterway considerations, the 

Department may issue a drought permit for short-term emergency use provided that there is no injury and that the use is 

within the public interest as per OAR 690-019-0040(3). 
 

Assessment of temporary emergency-use groundwater permits is based, in part, on the attached memorandum: “Processing 

Guidelines for 2021 Emergency Drought Applications, Klamath Basin”, dated April 12, 2021. 

 

A. GENERAL INFORMATION:  

Applicant’s Name:       Ryan Hamel  County:          Klamath           

A1.  Applicant(s) seek(s)       4.9          cfs from       1       well(s) in the        Klamath                          Basin 

        Lost River                     Subbasin 

A2.  Proposed use:      Irrigation: 395.7 acres         Seasonality:      2021 Irrigation Season      

A3. Well and aquifer data (attach and number logs for existing wells; mark proposed wells as such under LogID): 

 

Well 
Well Report 

LogID 

Applicant’s 

Well # 

Proposed 

Aquifer* 

Proposed 

Rate (cfs) 

Location; 

(T/R-S QQ-Q) 

Location;  

metes and bounds 

1 KLAM0052711 1 
VOLC 

ROCK 
4.9 

40.00S-10.00E-29-

SW SE 

1312 FEET NORTH 

AND 1706 FEET WEST 

FROM SE CORNER, 

SECTION 29 

       

 

If no well report is available or the well is proposed, fill out the following table.  

Well 
Well Depth 

(ft) 

Seal Interval 

(ft) 

Casing Intervals 

(ft) 

Liner Intervals 

(ft) 

Perforation 

or Screen Interval 

(ft) 

Well Yield 

(gpm) 

1 1046 0-130 +1-139 - - 2000 

       

Comments:  no comments  
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B. WATER AVAILIBILTY: 

B1. Is there information that this drought groundwater use will injure senior spring or surface water rights during the 

duration of the drought declaration? (☐ Yes) (☒ No); If yes, explain:  

 

 

B2. Is there information that this drought groundwater use will injure senior groundwater rights during the duration of 

the drought declaration?  (☐ Yes) (☒ No); If yes, explain:  

Seasonal groundwater level fluctuations in response to pumping in this area are generally on the order of 10-20 feet and 

most wells on groundwater rights are deep enough to accommodate this seasonal interference. However, long-term 

groundwater level declines have been documented throughout the area and are punctuated by drought-related 

groundwater pumping. Pumping related to 2021 emergency drought use by this, and other wells, is expected to 

exacerbate these declines, which has the potential to impact shallow wells. 

 

 

B3. Groundwater (☐ is) (☒ is not) available within the capacity of the resource, Comments: 

Groundwater levels have declined noticeably across almost the entire Lost River Subbasin within the past 20 years and 

over 20 feet in some areas implying that the groundwater resource is over-appropriated as defined in OAR 690-400-

0010. Increased use by drought-permit wells and supplemental groundwater rights are anticipated to continue these 

declines.  
 

 

B4. There (☒ is) (☐ is not) a preponderance of evidence that the proposed short-term emergency groundwater use will 

measurably reduce the surface water flows necessary to maintain the free-flowing character of a scenic waterway. 

A preponderance of evidence exists to establish that groundwater development occurring in Oregon since 1995 in the 

Upper Klamath Basin and Lost River subbasin has "measurably reduced" surface water flows within the Klamath Scenic 

Waterway (refer to attached memo dated 2/19/2013). Short term emergency groundwater uses will further reduce 

surface water flows in the Klamath Scenic Waterway. The timing and degree (amount of reduction in flow) of additional 

impacts from the proposed short-term emergency groundwater use is beyond the scope of this review. 

 

 

B5. At the time of this review, has evidence been provided to the Department that the proposed POD(s) have been equipped 

with a totalizing flowmeter or other devices suitable to measure the total volume of water pumped? (☒ Yes) (☐ No) 
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C. PERMIT CONDITIONS:  

If a permit is issued, include the following conditions: 

 

Condition 7B (Interference Condition):  Drought permits are junior to existing water rights and are subject to regulation   

 

Condition 7P (Well Tag): If there is no existing OWRD Well ID Tag on the well, one shall be attached  

 

Large Water Use Reporting Condition: totalizing flowmeter and reporting required. Include condition that “the readings 

must be reported to the Department by December 1, 2021.”  

 

Special Condition – Water-Level Measurement Access: “Prior to use, the well shall be configured to allow a strictly 

clean water (no oil) static water level measurements with an electric-tape. This can include measurement access via an 

unobstructed vertical discharge pipe that allows the groundwater level to fluctuate freely within the discharge pipe (no 

valves), or unobstructed access within the casing to the water level. Otherwise, a dedicated measuring tube must be installed 

prior to use that has a diameter of ¾ inch (0.75 inch) or greater, and pursuant to figure 200-5 in OAR 690-200.”    

 

Special Condition - Regulation: “Groundwater pumping under this permit shall discontinue or be reduced if area wells 

with permanent primary and/or supplemental groundwater rights are being regulated off due to groundwater level decline 

or interference with senior water rights unless the Department determines no action is necessary (pumping under this permit 

can continue) because the groundwater resource can sustain continued groundwater pumping without causing substantial 

interference with senior water rights.”  
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D. SUPPORTING FIGURES AND DOCUMENTS: 

 

Hydrographs for Area Wells 

 
 

Application Review Map 
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Memo: Processing Guidelines for 2021 Emergency Drought Applications, Klamath Basin 
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Memo: Analysis of Groundwater Pumping Impacts on Scenic Waterway Flows 
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