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Division Overview

1. Water Rights Section
2. Transfer and Conservation Section
3. WRSD Additional Functions
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Water Rights Section

Transfer and 
Conservation Section

WRSD Additional
Functions



Additional Functions – Priorities

•Certificates
•Hydroelectric
•Extensions of Time for Water Right Permits
•Protests
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Challenges in "Additional Functions"

•Unable to start new adjudications
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Challenges Across Division

•Recruitment Process
•Backlog Reduction Work
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Water Rights Section

•Water Right 
Applications

•Other Water Use 
Requests

•Customer Service
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Water Rights Section – Priorities

Backlog Reduction
• 495 pending 

applications
• Federal funding for 

backlog reduction 
positions
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Recruitment
• 3 – process 

improvement and 
backlog reduction

• 1 – customer 
service

• 1 – support staff 
(backfill)



Transfer & Conservation Section 
(TACS)
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• Transfers
• Streamflow Restoration
• Water Conservation
• Deschutes Basin 

Groundwater 
Mitigation Program

Deschutes R. below Bend



TACS Priorities
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Backlog Reduction
• 326 pending Transfers
• Federal funding 

for backlog 
reduction positions

Recruitments
• 4 – process improvement 

and backlog reduction
• 1 – water conservation 

(backfill)
• 1 – streamflow restoration 

(backfill)
• 1 – support (backfill)



TACS Priorities

Transfers of 
Storage Workgroup
• HB 3103 (2021)
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Legislative Concepts
• Transfers of Storage 

placeholder

• Split Season Leasing



TACS – Projects On Hold
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• Rulemaking efforts
• Outreach and education (tools & guidance)



Questions?
Thank you!
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