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Item A: Project Implementation Update, Surface Water Hydrology



Item A, Attachment 3



Guided by Existing Plans

•Core agency 
functions defined in 
the 2019 Strategic 
Plan

•All work aligned 
with 2017 IWRS 
recommended 
actions and 
Legislative KPMs
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Core Functions

• Hydrographics – review and 
publish surface water data 

• Surface Water Availability –
characterize SW supplies 
available for allocation, 
drought conditions and 
declaration 

• Hydrologic Studies - reach to 
regional-level investigations 

• Evapotranspiration/Water 
Use – develop reliable and 
accessible water use data

4

Data and 
Information

Distribution 
and Regulation

Water Right 
Transactions

Meeting Future 
Needs



Projects: Administration

•Section expanded from 
8 to 17 positions

•Hired 11 positions, 
migrated 1 position

•Working through 4 
additional hires and 2 
position reclasses

•Grant management
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Projects: Hydrographics

• Installing gages in study areas* 
(FSD, GW, ODFW, USGS)

• Publish backlog stream/diversion 
records*

• Develop electronic field forms 
(IS, FSD)

• Establish Hydro-Training Team to 
improve hydrographics capacity 
(FSD)

• Implement crest-stage gage
• Improvements to network
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*Support HB 2018
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Projects: Surface Water Allocation

•Gaps analysis for 
natural flow gage 
network

•Hydrologic analysis to 
support protest 
backlog reduction 
(WRSD)

•Drought vulnerability 
study (Policy)
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Projects: Hydrologic Studies

• Statewide recharge study –
Project launch, SC data 
collection* (GW, FSD)

• Walla Walla Basin Study –data 
collection and collaboration on 
analysis (GW, FSD)

• Review external technical work 
– Klamath, Deschutes, Lake 
Abert, Willamette, and Umatilla

• Implementing Harney 
Groundwater CREP (FSD)
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Projects: ET/Water Use

• Contract for field-scale and 
watershed summaries of water use 
from irrigated ag (1985 through 
2021) using satellite-based ET*

• Coordinate Agrimet program 
expansion*(BOR, Extension, OCS)

• Provide trainings and outreach with 
partners (Extension, WA Ecology, 
Idaho WR, OSU INR)

• Improvements to Water Use 
Reporting Program 
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Work On Hold
• Update Water Availability

• Performing initial work – scoping, record 
publication, gaps analysis

• Requires investment 
• Statewide Gage Network Evaluation

• Performing initial work – gaps analysis
• Workload priority

• Update Deschutes Mitigation Program
• Complex basin coordinator
• Technical support

• Improving public access to data
• Participating in initial phase of enterprise-

wide efforts (ORWDP)
• Requires investment for implementation
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Thank You Surface Water!


	Surface Water Hydrology Section�2021-23 Biennium�Projects and Priorities�
	Item A, Attachment 3
	Guided by Existing Plans
	Core Functions
	Projects: Administration
	Projects: Hydrographics
	Projects: Surface Water Allocation
	Projects: Hydrologic Studies
	Projects: ET/Water Use
	Work On Hold
	Alison�Carlos�Graham�Hunter�Jon�Jordan�Kara�Lafe�Mellony�Rich�Ryan�Wayne

