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Budget and Legislative Update



2023 Legislative Session  

• Sine Die June 25, 2023

• More than 2,500 measures introduced

• Tracked over 500 bills

• Over 80 pieces of water related legislation
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$143 million Drought Package

Shared Investments across multiple agencies*
• $8.8 million: Data and Analysis
• $7.5 million: Drinking Water Security
• $9.7 million: Agricultural Resilience and Food Security
• $35.2 million: Instream Priorities and Watershed Health
• $68.9 million: Water Project Improvements
• $4.4 million: Outreach and Engagement
• $29 million: Carryover funding 
*Per press release via Representative Helm’s Office
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2023 Session – Budget Summary
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2021-23 Legislatively 
Approved 4/22

2023-25 Legislatively
Adopted

General Fund (GF) $69,089,805 $81,331,377

Other Funds (OF) including 
Fees $39,453,906 $34,866,859

Other Funds - Grants/Loans $86,142,341 $139,200,425

Lottery Funds - Debt Service $9,499,510 $15,856,857

Federal Funds $737,366 $703,315

Total Funds $204,922,928 $271,958,833

Positions / Full-Time Equivalent 
(FTE) 241/216.82 258/246.63



Integrated Water Resources Strategy 
2017
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Post Session Implementation

Integrated Water Resources 
Strategy 

• Facilitate Interagency Work 
& Implement IWRS

Water Availability Reporting 
System update

• Update and refine water 
availability model
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Post Session Implementation

Policy Implementation 
• Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 

water rights settlement 
• Research and coordination with DEQ on water reuse and 

recycled water legislative report 
• Developing scope of work, resource, and timeline for an 

update to the 1998 Stewardship and Supply Initiative, 
particularly Basin Assessments 
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Post Session Implementation

Policy Implementation 
• Establish Place-Based Planning Grants as permanent 

program
• Clarify provisions for voluntary groundwater agreements 
• Expand Well Abandonment, Repair and Replacement 

Fund 
• Certified Water Right Examination licensing changes
• New forfeiture exemption related to drought
• New laws related to enforcement procedures and policies
• Implement new water reporting provisions 
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Post Session Implementation

Grants and Water Projects
• $2 million for Place-Based Planning
• $10 million for Water Projects Grants and Loans
• $50 million for irrigation modernization, as specified 

by the Legislature
• $16.2 million in 11 direct appropriations
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Post Session Implementation 

Additional Legislation
• Senate Bill 85 – Confined Animal Feeding Operations; 

groundwater provisions sunset in 2027
• Senate Bill 718 – Drought and Forfeiture
• House Bill 2010 – Drought Package
• House Bill 2929 – Injunctive Relief; sunsets in 2029
• House Bill 3164 – Split Season Instream Leasing
• House Bill 3211 – City of Newport Big Creek Dam Transfer of 

Stored Water
• House Bill 3343 – Welding Requirements for Well 

Construction Licensing
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Legislative Days and 2024 Session

Legislative Days
• September 27 - 29, 

2023
• November 6 - 8, 2023
• January 10 - 12, 2024

2024 “Short Session”
• February 5 - March 

10, 2024

2025 Legislative Prep
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