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7 Symbietics L1.C is seeking an exception to the “Coast Fork 'Willamette River Subbasin Plan”
(OAR 690-502-0070) for the operation of a hydroelectric project on Dorena Dam. Symbiotics has
* requested Ecosystems Research Institute (ERI), their environmental contractor, to initiate the formal
exception process with you and your staff on their behalf. The following paragraphs summarize the " g
‘proposed project, the need for Symbiotics to seek an exception to the basin plan, and why Symbiotics
feels that their proposed project does not conﬂlct with Coast Fork Willamete River Subbasin Plan’s
resource management objectives. . 3 /!
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Symbiotics has proposed a hydroelectric prOJect on Dorena Dam that would divert water from e
Dorcna Reservoir, utilize 85 feet of hydraulxc head, andl generate on average 8.3 megawatts of power ? )7 5‘ 6 W0
annual!y The project will operate in a “run-of-river” manner using water released from Dorena * :
Rcservonr by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and will not alter the USACE’s
management of Dorena Reservoir or their releases from the dam for the purpose of power generation.,
Addltlonal information about the proposed prowct can be found on Symbiotics’ website at: |

WWW, symbm{lcsenerg}: com. ; ' "
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Durmg the state of Oregon’s preliminary permitting process for a new hydroelectnc project, the
OWRD stated that Symbiotics needed to seek an exception to the “Coast Fork Willamette River
- Subbasin Plan” (OAR 690-502-0070) if the proposed hydroelectric project was to operate-during all 12
months of a given year. The water basin plan that applies to Dorena Dam and the Row River wa(tershcd
\allows water use for dpmesuc hvestock umgation municipal, industrial, agricultural, commercial, .
power, mining, fisheries, wildlife, recreation, pollutlon abatement, wetland enhancement, qnd publici m-
°tream user from December 1 thmugh April 30, and only for domestic and (,omrnermal nse ( loss thm‘r
0.01 cfs) May 1 through Novembcr 30 - ’

. Under the guldehnes in Oregon Rcvnsed Statute (ORS) 536 295 thc OWR]S can con (dc,r an , L
exception'to a ‘basin management plan if the associated non-classified water use meets one o '

_ followmg cnterla P z ‘ , _. ' '
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e Will bc of short durauon during each year; S a ' o,
. - Will be fora continuous period of no longer than five years, : g
e [s largely non-consumptxve in nature and not likely to be regulated for other water rlghts
"« Isnecessary to ensure pubhc health, welfare and safety; =~ ‘
« ' Is necessary-to avoid extreme hardship;
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. will prov:de a pubhc benefit such as npanan or watershed 1mprcbvement or
. Is of an unusual nature not hkely to recur in ghe basin, and unlikely to-have been within
.the uses, considered by the commission in clasmfymg the uses presently aﬂowed in the
‘appllcable basin program?

In addition, the project must be compatlble with lhe pollmcs estabhshed in OAR 690-502-0040 for the
protection and management of grounq and suirface water reservoir operat:on water consewat:on, anq
~ land use programs within the basm - ro

Symbiotics LLC s seeking an exception to the “Coast Fork Wlllamette Rlver Subbasin Plan”
(OAR 690-502-0070) under ORS 536.2959 provision C, in.that their proposed hydroelectric project is
non-consumptive in nature and will not likely be regulated for other water rights. The project will
operate.in a “run-of-river” manner utilizing water released from Dorena Reservoir by the USACE and
will not alter the USACE’s management of Dorena Reservoir or their releases from the'dam for the
purpose of power generation. It is Symbiotics’ opinion that the operation of the project is compatible
with the policies established in OAR 690-502-0040, because power generation will be dictated by the

- USACE’s regulatory gmdclmes for Dorena Reservoir and the lower Row River. The USACE’s

guidelines for the management of Dorena Reservmr and the lower Row River 4re compatlble with the =~ -
policies estabhshed in OAR 690-502-0040.. _ i N

.Please_send all of your' comments and recommendations to: @
. Erik Steirle : | @
- Ecosystems Research Institute :
975 South State Highway
Logan UT, 84321 .

If you have any questions feel free to contact me via phone or e-mail at:
W ! Giw

PHONE: (435)752-2580 - |

E-mail: steimle @ecosysres.com
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