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MEMORANDUM
TO:
Water Resources Commission

FROM:
Jerry Rodgers, Administrator

Technical Services Division
SUBJECT:
Agenda Item I, August 30, 2007

Water Resources Commission Meeting

Update on Eola Hills Ground Water, Polk County, Oregon
I.
Issue Statement
At its June 1 meeting, the Commission directed the Department to conduct a hearing to gather information about whether serious water management problems exist in the Eola Hills Ground Water Limited Area and report back with a recommendation.  The hearing was held August 1, 2007 and the public comment period remains open through August 31, 2007.  This report is a progress update on this process.
II.
Background
The Eola Hills Ground Water Limited Area (EHGWLA) is an 80-square mile area where ground water development is limited to exempt uses, renewable five-year permits for drip or equally efficient irrigation, and fire protection.  A map of the EHGWLA is provided in Attachment 1.  Landowners within the EHGWLA requested the Commission further restrict ground water development by removing exempt uses as a classified use in the area.  They contend that ground water development in the area has resulted in supply problems for existing water users from both surface water and ground water sources and that continued development will exacerbate these problems.
The Department previously determined the available data in the EHGWLA did not demonstrate substantial evidence necessary to justify a further restriction of ground water use.  At the June 1, 2007 meeting, the Commission directed the Department to hold a hearing in the EHGWLA to collect additional information from local residents about whether serious water management problems exist.
III.
Discussion

In response to the Commission’s direction, a public hearing was held August 1, 2007 at the Northwest Viticulture Center in West Salem to take testimony from landowners regarding water supply problems in the EHGWLA.  The public comment period will remain open until 5:00 p.m. August 31, 2007.  The hearing provided water users the opportunity to offer additional information to the Department about their specific water problems and to hear about how a Serious Water Management Problem Area (SWMPA) designation might affect them. Approximately 200 people attended the hearing and 15 people provided oral testimony.  The comments received ranged from reports of no water supply problems to reports of reduced well yield.  Several people commented on a noticeable reduction in spring flows.  Staff are following up with some landowners who stated they had additional information on their well or springs.

Department staff are also collating existing and additional information on the underlying geology of the EHGWLA, field locations of wells and springs, ground-water levels, water rights of record, and surface water data.  This information will be merged with the data collected from the public comments to determine the extent of water problems across the EHGWLA.

At the close of the comment period, the Department will analyze the information, follow up with data provided in the written record, and develop a recommendation about whether serious water management problems exist.  
One alternative for future Commission action could be the designation of a SWMPA.  Designation of a SWMPA would allow the Commission to require additional information from water right holders regarding water use data.  This designation is helpful in managing the resource in areas where problems are persistent and there is a shortage of information.  The Commission may adopt a rule to designate an area as having serious water management problems and may order any affected water right holders to submit annual water use reports if it finds that: 

(a) Ground water decline in the area is of such magnitude that the aquifer does not recover annually; 

(b) There are frequent water management disputes between water users in the area that cannot be privately resolved; 

(c) Substantial interference exists between wells; 

(d) The exercise of ground water rights interferes with flow of water in a nearby stream, to the detriment of senior surface water rights; 

(e) The diversion of water from streams is in such quantities that interference with nearby wells occurs; or 

(f) There are frequent occurrences of surface or ground water shortages caused by use of water from streams or wells. Shortages may be evidenced by complaints from water right holders, requests to regulate water use, degraded water quality, or failure to meet administrative restrictions or minimum streamflows. 

Summary
This is an informational report and no Commission action is necessary.  The Department is in the process of evaluating the comments received and will provide a recommendation to the Commission at the November meeting.  

Attachments:
1. Map of Eola Hills Ground Water Limited Area
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