
Basin Program 
Exception 

Request
Sandy Basin Program

City of Tualatin – PC 917

Martin Sanchez

March 13, 2025



Why are we here?

• The City of Tualatin recently applied for a minor hydroelectric project 
within their municipal water system.

• The source of water the City uses is from the Bull Run Watershed in the 
Sandy Basin.

• Use of water for purpose of generating power is not classified as an 
allowed use under the Sandy Basin Program.

• The City of Tualatin has requested an exception to the Sandy Basin 
Program to allow hydroelectric power generation.
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Basin Programs

• Administrative rules establish water management policies and 

objectives, and which govern the appropriation and use of surface and 

groundwater. 

• Water Right Review-Minimum Standards and Public Interest.

• ORS 543.017
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Application Overview
• Project Number PC 917: Filed August 8, 2024

• Source: Bull Run

• Use: Municipal & Hydroelectric Generation 

• Cubic Feet per Second: 4.5 CFS
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Project Location



Basin Plan Exception Process
1. Does the request meet one or 

more of the criteria of ORS 
536.295 (1)

(c)“is largely non-consumptive in nature 
and not likely to be regulated for other 
water rights” 

(f) “The project will also provide a public 
benefit such as riparian or watershed 
improvement”

2. Is the use consistent with the 
general policies of the Sandy Basin 
Program?
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Issue One

1
Does the request meet one or more of the criteria of 
ORS 536.295 (1)?
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“Is largely nonconsumptive in nature and not 
l ikely to be regulated for other water r ights.”

The City of Tualatin currently diverts water into 
their municipal water system. The hydroelectric 
project will be in parallel to their Pressure 
Reducing Valve within their Municipal water 
system. 
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“The project wil l  provide a public benefit such 
as r iparian or watershed improvement”

The hydroelectric project will serve to reduce water 
system operating costs and improve water 
affordability for the population of the City of 
Tualatin.



Issue one

1

• Does the request meet one or more of the 

criteria of ORS 536.295 (1) ?

• Conclusion: Yes



Issue Two

2
Is the use consistent with the general 
policies of the Sandy Basin Program?



Policies

2
Sandy Basin Program (OAR 690-503-0020)

• The applicant’s proposed point of diversion is not within an instream water 
right reach or minimum perennial streamflow. 

• Instream water rights below the proposed project will not be affected by this 
diversion since the use is primarily non-consumptive.  

• The applicant has applied for water from a source that has no history of 
regulation. 

• The proposed use will not result in over-appropriation. 



Issue two

2
• Is the proposed use consistent with the general 

policies of the Sandy Basin Program?

• Conclusion: Yes
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Alternatives

1. Approve the request for a basin plan exception.

2. Deny the request for a basin program exception.

3. Take no action and direct staff to continue to work with the 

applicant.
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Director's Recommendation

• The Director recommends Alternative 1, that the Commission 

approves the request by the applicant for an exception to the 

Sandy Basin Program as the use is largely non-consumptive 

in nature.



Oregon.gov/owrd @OregonGovWRD Linkedin.com/company/owrd

Thank you!
Martin Sanchez
Martin.sanchez@water.Oregon.gov | 
971-375-6414




