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Presentation Overview

• Authority: ORS 541.551

• History

• Rulemaking engagement

• OAR 690-601-0600 "housekeeping" language

• Fiscal & Racial Equity Impacts

• Implementation

• Alternatives and Director’s Recommendation



ORS 541.551 (2021)   
Requires agencies to: 

• Develop and through rule recognize community engagement 
best practices for water projects

• Department funded community engagement plans use 
recognized best practices

Comment Received: Public notice and comment period should 
be explicitly included in rule language

Department Response: 690-601-0600



OAR 690-601-0600

OAR -0600 Notice of 
Proposed 

Rulemaking

April 1, 2025

Public 
Hearing

April 15, 
2025

Public 
Comment 

Period

April 1-15, 
2025

Water 
Resources 

Commission

June, 2025

Anticipated -
0600 Effective 

Date

July 1, 2025



The Department shall denote 
applications with community 
engagement plan components 
for a water project during 
public notice processes for 
ORS 541.561-541.581 or ORS 
541.651 - 541.696.

Proposed Rules: OAR 690-601-0600

Public Notice 



Fiscal & Racial Equity Impacts 
OAR 690-601-0600

• No anticipated significant fiscal impact beyond 
general administration of public notice as part of 
the OAR 690-601-0600

• Local governments, members of the public, and 
small businesses are not expected to experience 
economic affects

• No anticipated impacts to racial equity.



Implementation - Feasibility Study Grants

Timeline:

• Summer 2025 – Develop guidance 
documents

• Fall 2025 – Announce funding cycle

• Spring 2026 – Grant applications due

Funding to evaluate feasibility of a water conservation, reuse, 
or storage project

Conservation

Reuse

Storage



Commission Act ion:  A l ternat ives  fo r  OAR 690-601-0600   

The Commission may consider the following alternatives:

1.Adopt the final proposed rule

2.Adopt the final proposed rule as modified by the 
Commission

3.Not adopt the final proposed rule and request the 
Department to further evaluate the issues



Directors Recommendation 

1.Adopt the final proposed rule

2.Adopt the final proposed rule as modified by the 
Commission

3.Not adopt the final proposed rule and request the 
Department to further evaluate the issues
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Thank you!
Margo Mashkovskaya and Adair 
Muth



D i v i s ion  6 01 S e c t ions  0100-0500 a nd  0700 R u lemak ing  P rocess    

Draft 
Rules

August 
2024

RAC #1 
Meeting 

September 
16, 2024

RAC #2  
Meeting 

October 
30, 2024

Public 
Comment 

Period

December 2, 
2024 - January 

15, 2025

Water Recourses 
Commission 

Adoption 

March 12, 2025

Division 
601 

effective 
April 1, 

2025

Public 
Hearing

January 9, 
2025

Publication of 
Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking
December 2, 

2024

Public Comment 
Extension

Through February 24, 
2025

Comment Theme: Public notice and comment period be explicitly included in rule language



Tribal Engagement
Before and During Rulemaking Process:

• Invited informal and formal engagement and provided updates via 
Staff-to-Staff Cultural Resources Cluster and Natural Resources 
Workgroup

• Sent Government-to-Government letters/emails inviting coordination 
and consultation on development of the rules, and solicitation for 
RAC membership

• Distributed the notice of proposed rulemaking 


