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District OverviewDistrict Overview

•• District 17 = >5,600 Square MilesDistrict 17 = >5,600 Square Miles
–– Counties Counties -- Klamath, Jackson and LakeKlamath, Jackson and Lake
–– The office is located in Klamath FallsThe office is located in Klamath Falls
–– Klamath County funds one Administrative AssistantKlamath County funds one Administrative Assistant

•• Surface Water Surface Water -- 624,000 acres /1350 Water Rights*624,000 acres /1350 Water Rights*
•• Ground Water Ground Water –– 145,000 acres / 900 Water Rights145,000 acres / 900 Water Rights
•• Oldest Priority Date Oldest Priority Date –– October 14, 1864 (Lost River)*October 14, 1864 (Lost River)*

* Numbers do not incorporate Klamath Adjudication* Numbers do not incorporate Klamath Adjudication



District Overview District Overview 

•• 7 Decrees7 Decrees
•• Sprague RiverSprague River
•• Lost RiverLost River
•• Wood RiverWood River
•• Anna CreekAnna Creek
•• Buck CreekBuck Creek
•• Cherry CreekCherry Creek
•• Swan LakeSwan Lake

•• 24 Irrigation Districts24 Irrigation Districts
•• 11 OWRD 11 OWRD GagingGaging Stations located on Major Stations located on Major 

tributaries of the Klamath Rivertributaries of the Klamath River
•• 7 USGS 7 USGS GagingGaging StationsStations



District Overview District Overview 

•• 23 Instream Water Rights on 12 Streams23 Instream Water Rights on 12 Streams

•• US Bureau of Reclamation US Bureau of Reclamation –– Klamath ProjectKlamath Project
–– 210,000 Irrigated Acres (OR and CA)210,000 Irrigated Acres (OR and CA)

•• Upper Klamath LakeUpper Klamath Lake
•• Gerber ReservoirGerber Reservoir
•• Clear Lake (CA)Clear Lake (CA)



RegulationRegulation

•• Regulation is limited in the basinRegulation is limited in the basin
–– Do not regulate by priority for or against Do not regulate by priority for or against ““ClaimsClaims””

•• Annual RegulationAnnual Regulation
–– SevenmileSevenmile Creek Creek 
–– Sand/Scott Creek (Special Order)Sand/Scott Creek (Special Order)

•• Unauthorized UseUnauthorized Use



Dam SafetyDam Safety

••63 Low Hazard63 Low Hazard

••2 Significant2 Significant**

••2 High2 High**

* Federal Dams* Federal Dams



•• December 23, 1975 December 23, 1975 –– Adjudication was initiatedAdjudication was initiated

•• February 1, 1991 February 1, 1991 –– deadline to file Proofs of deadline to file Proofs of 
ClaimClaim

•• April 30, 1997 April 30, 1997 –– deadline to file Proofs of Claim deadline to file Proofs of Claim 
for Bureau of Reclamation project users and for Bureau of Reclamation project users and 
Federal AgenciesFederal Agencies

Klamath Basin AdjudicationKlamath Basin Adjudication



Klamath Basin AdjudicationKlamath Basin Adjudication

•• October 4, 1999 October 4, 1999 –– Open Inspection commenced; Open Inspection commenced; 
Preliminary Evaluation publishedPreliminary Evaluation published

•• May 8, 2000 May 8, 2000 –– deadline to file contests to claims deadline to file contests to claims 
or Preliminary Evaluation of Claimsor Preliminary Evaluation of Claims

•• End of Current Biennium End of Current Biennium –– anticipated date the anticipated date the 
FOD will be filed with Klamath Circuit CourtFOD will be filed with Klamath Circuit Court





WhatWhat’’s New?s New?

•• Rechanneling the South Fork Sprague RiverRechanneling the South Fork Sprague River

-- 1.25 miles reconstructed to replace straightened channel1.25 miles reconstructed to replace straightened channel

-- Improve fish habitatImprove fish habitat

-- Improve water qualityImprove water quality

-- Reduce ErosionReduce Erosion



WhatWhat’’s New?s New?

•• Geothermal ExplorationGeothermal Exploration
-- New technology captures more energy opening avenues for      New technology captures more energy opening avenues for      

utilizing lower temperature water (185utilizing lower temperature water (185°°--250250°°F)F)

-- Proven technology, first in USProven technology, first in US

-- Locations in Oregon and California (Refuge)Locations in Oregon and California (Refuge)

-- Right to Produce and InjectRight to Produce and Inject
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Questions?Questions?
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