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Water Resources Commission
Meeting Minutes
February 26 - 27, 2026

Hybrid Meeting in Salem, Oregon

Written material submitted at this meeting is part of the official record and is on file
at the Oregon Water Resources Department, 725 Summer Street NE, Suite A,
Salem, Oregon 97301-1271.

Agendas, minutes, PowerPoint presentations, staff reports, and audio/video files
are available on the Department’s website.

Commission Meeting Day 1 - Thursday, February 26, 2026
Attendees

(V) = Virtual

OWRD Commissioners

Julie Smitherman | Jan Lee Joe Moll Janet Neuman Woody Wolfe
DLCD Commissioners
Anyeley Hallova Alan Lazo Barbara Boyer Stuart Warren Ellen Porter (V)

Lianne Thompson

Mark Bennett

OWRD Staff

lvan Gall Annette Liebe | Jesse Ratcliffe Doug Woodcock Cassidy

(DOJ) Fredlund
Racquel Rancier Mindy Lane Danielle Gonzalez | Jason Cox Justin lverson
Katie Ratcliffe Kerri Cope Laura Hartt (V) Amanda Lowe (V) | Linda Ray (V)
Kim Fritz-Ogren Maggie Michael Coiner Charlotte Regula- | Nick Reece (V)

Sommer (V) (V) Whitefield (V)

Estelle Robichaux | Crystal Adam Frederick Bryn Hudson (V) Michael Coiner
(V) Grinnell (V) (V) (V)
Kris Byrd (V) Kelly Meinz (V) | Jeana Eastman Lisa Jaramillo (V) Colleen Murphy

(V) (V)
Kelsey Cherland Greg Wacker | Matt Day (V) Amy Landvoigt (V) | Justin Dillon (V)

(V)

(V)

DLCD Staff

Brandi Elmer

Cindy Smith

Denise Johnson

Brenda Bateman

Sarah L Urch
(DOJ)
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Mark Bennett (V) Ellen Porter Ethan Tyler Potter (V) Jesse Noone (V)
(V) Stuckmeyer

Emily Anderson (V) | Colin Mandy McNab (V) | Elliott Eastman (V) | Matthew
Lancaster (V) Hampton (V)

Steven Yee (V) Lauren Hilary Foote (V) Jan Guerrero (V) Patrick Wingard
Dressen (V) (V)

Leigh Mcllvaine (V) | Dawn Hert (V) | Jena Hughes (V) Joshua Tanner (V) | Brandy Nichols

(V)

Emily Anderson (V) | Angela Samuel Goldberg

Williamson (V) | (V)
Others

April Snell Geoff Chandra Ferrari Amy Schlusser Roseann
Huntington Johnson (V)

Gillian Ockner (V) Palmer Mason | Kimberley Brian Posewitz Keri Handaly (V)

Priestley

Jim (V) Steve Parrett | Ken Yates (V) Jill Hrehniy (V) Kyle Gorman (V)
(V)

Danette Faucera Thomas Christ | MacKayla Fithian | Marika Sitz (V) Chris Hall (V)

(V) (V) (V)

Mike Bromund (V) | Matthew Peter Gutowsky Jeremy Austin (V) | Jim (V)
Bearden (V) (V)

Steve Shipsey, Becky Powell | Hayley Siltanen Jessi Talbott (V) Inga (V)

DOJ (V) (V) (V)

Zac Garrard (V) Roseann Leah Cogan (V) Philip Tracy (V) Lisa Brown (V)
Olaughlin (V)

Betsy Earls (V) Annie Merrill Marc (V) Amanda Fox (V)
(V)

Vice Chair Smitherman convened the meeting.

1A. Welcome and Introductions

Water Resources Department Director Ivan Gall welcomed members of the
Land Conservation and Development Commission and the Water Resources
Commission, kicking off a special meeting between the Commissions and

the agencies.

Water Resources Commission Vice Chair Julie Smitherman and Land
Conservation and Development Commission Chair Anyeley Hallova led

introductions.



https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=Tz3RrcakHv-k_hu2&t=53
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=6YNqM7P22tUjP5RU&t=67

2B. Water and Land Use: State Agency Coordination

Brenda Bateman, Director, and Palmer Mason, Inter-Agency Coordinator with
the Department of Land Conservation and Development, along with lvan Gall,
Director, Katie Ratcliffe, Water Right Services Division Administrator, and
Alyssa Mucken, Senior Water Advisor, with the Water Resources
Department, presented this item. Staff provided an overview of Oregon’s
State Agency Coordination Program for land use compliance and
compatibility, along with pilot efforts to update programs for various
agencies. Staff also provided an update on the 2025 Integrated Water
Resources Strategy workplan development.

The Commissions gave comments, asked questions, and engaged in
discussion with the presenters.

3C. Governor’s Natural Resources Team Update

Geoff Huntington, Senior Natural Resources Advisor, Chandra Ferrari, Natural
Resources Advisor, and Amy Schlusser, Climate and Energy Advisor,
provided an overview of recent executive orders.

The Commissions gave comments, asked questions, and engaged in
discussion with the presenters.

The presenters continued the presentation.

The Commissions gave more comments and engaged in discussion.

4D. Housing Goals & Water Availability

Ethan Stuckmeyer, Housing Division Manager, Department of Land
Conservation and Development, joined by Justin Iverson, Groundwater
Section Manager, and Kerri Cope, Water Management and Conservation
Analyst/Reuse Coordinator with the Water Resources Department, presented
this agenda item. Staff provided an overview of housing production goals and
recent rulemaking efforts. This agenda item will also discuss water availability
and allocation, both surface water and groundwater, water management
planning, and various options or alternatives for meeting water supply needs.

The Commissions gave comments, asked guestions, and engaged in
discussion with the presenters.

The joint meeting was concluded.



https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=NIlDB-7c9xepvS2e&t=489
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=UbZJf3wrvfF5UZSa&t=2539
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=UbZJf3wrvfF5UZSa&t=2539
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=f4qv10dbu9wnesnJ&t=6745
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=5DNg3GknamcfDe0o&t=7367
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=5DNg3GknamcfDe0o&t=7367
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=DQXv0j_4Y-YsCuzf&t=8172
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=VwrasnScT7ynChkY&t=8892
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=QJGO0xx_K1Cil_hX&t=10516
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=HvPWDuz02Je8VlQt&t=12785
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=HvPWDuz02Je8VlQt&t=12785
https://www.youtube.com/live/EzBSjCUF7AY?si=i1SVqlfS6GWHkbXz&t=13645

The afternoon session was reconvened.

Commissioner Neuman recused herself from discussion.

E. *In the Matter of Water Right Application R-87871 in the Name of East Valley
Water District: Further Proceedings and Oral Arguments on Commission’s
Proposed Order

Eliot Crafton, Water Rights Section Manager, and Jesse Ratcliffe, Senior
Assistant Attorney General, Oregon Department of Justice, provided an
update on Commission’s Proposed Final Order that was provided to the
parties after the December Commission meeting and on the Commission’s
actions related to the Oregon Supreme Court’'s remand of this matter to the
Commission.

The Commission heard oral arguments from the two parties on any
exceptions filed on the Commission’s proposed order.

WaterWatch oral argument

East Valley Water District oral argument

The commission met in executive session to consult with counsel concerning
the leqgal rights and duties of a public body regarding consideration of written
legal advice. The executive session is being conducted pursuant to
ORS192.660(2)(f) and was closed to the public.

The meeting was reopened in public session.

The Commissioners discussed the issue.

Commissioner Moll moved the Commission direct the department to issue a
final order consistent with the Commission’s proposed order on remand, and
providing the Commission has considered and denied the exceptions filed by
East Valley Water District and Water\Watch. Commissioner Wolfe seconded
the motion. Votes in favor: Commissioners Wolfe, Moll, and Vice-Chair
Smitherman. Votes in opposition: Commissioner Lee. Commissioner Neuman
did not participate in the vote. Motion passed.

F. Director’'s Report

Ilvan Gall, Director, provided an update on Department business and late-
breaking issues.

G. Budget and Legislative Update

Bryn Hudson, Legislative Coordinator, and Lisa Snyder, Administrative Services
Division Administrator, provided an overview of 2026 legislative session activities
and preparation for the 2027 legislative session.


https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=EoEty0NofSC3W-UN&t=225
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=mmX4TQ6ADtDgK6ra&t=272
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=fHLWHVNGk96W7IRP&t=284
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=fHLWHVNGk96W7IRP&t=284
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=fHLWHVNGk96W7IRP&t=284
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=zfhvImyfs2WGqHjY&t=673
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=NjPffUZ49XGpqwuR&t=1125
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=XqsycljuHEEMvUeL&t=2131
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=XqsycljuHEEMvUeL&t=2131
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=XqsycljuHEEMvUeL&t=2131
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=XqsycljuHEEMvUeL&t=2131
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=EvrDVqjyeZrcw95F&t=6470
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=accO8uEJ_KsipRBn&t=6474
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=RsZ9m9hvmaR4kiB6&t=6746
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=RsZ9m9hvmaR4kiB6&t=6746
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=RsZ9m9hvmaR4kiB6&t=6746
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=RsZ9m9hvmaR4kiB6&t=6746
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=9kQtz53oK37AdJ72&t=7367
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=oraGm7f04APJOqGY&t=7753

The Commissioners gave comments, asked questions, and engaged in

discussion with the presenters.

The presentation continued.

The Commissioners gave comments, asked questions, and engaged in

discussion with the presenters.

Day 1 was adjourned.



https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=J0NUDITyU7L6kAQK&t=8490
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=J0NUDITyU7L6kAQK&t=8490
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=OVu85BaeDmh0gVDK&t=8656
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=MMqeGgQwm39NljIR&t=9261
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=MMqeGgQwm39NljIR&t=9261
https://youtu.be/NFUom1mfAQY?si=TdiAnhsqaIeqchdC&t=9750

Commission Meeting Day 2 - Friday, February 27, 2026

Attendees

(V) = Virtual

OWRD Commissioners

Julie Smitherman | Jan Lee Joe Moll Janet Neuman Woody Wolfe
OWRD Staff
lvan Gall Annette Liebe | Jesse Ratcliffe Doug Woodcock Cassidy
(DOJ) Fredlund
Racquel Rancier Mindy Lane Danielle Gonzalez | Jason Cox Justin lverson
Katie Ratcliffe Kerri Cope Laura Hartt (V) Linda Ray (V) Greg Wacker (V)

Kim Fritz-Ogren

Robin Ramsey
(V)

Michael Coiner
(V)

Amy Landvoigt (V)

Adam Frederick
(V)

Tim Seymour (V)

Bryn Hudson
(V)

Estelle Robichaux
(V)

Kelly Meinz (V)

Crystal Grinnell
(V)

Others
Ken Yates (V) Rick Parsons Kyle Gorman (V) Roseann Johnson | Gillian Ockner
(V) (V) (V)
Matthew Bearden | Kimberley Danette Faucera | Chris Hall (V)
(V) Priestley (V) (V)

Vice Chair Smitherman re-convened the meeting.

H. *Rulemaking Update: Water Right Transactions, Contested Case, and Forfeiture

Rules

Katie Ratcliffe, Water Right Services Division Administrator, Lisa Jaramillo,
Transfer and Conservation Section Manager, Laura Hartt, Rule Coordinator, and
Racquel Rancier, Deputy Director, provided an overview of the effort to update
rule divisions related to water right transactions, contested cases, and forfeiture.

Division 2

Commissioner Moll guestion

Commissioner Neuman guestion

Division 305
Division 14

Division 300
Division 310

Commissioner Moll guestion



https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=GcRBQneBG3bY5PUD&t=21
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=g9qwldVVcDx5MQew&t=37
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=g9qwldVVcDx5MQew&t=37
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=Z2bwWw8XLkKvT72r&t=1748
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=-O0C6-myzCSy-Fi6&t=1931
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=-Zp7aahAdpZDGgZ6&t=2064
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=GRFaiO5h8C5bdGmY&t=2430
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=pKjNnffmT_oaCzIa&t=2540
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=2z8QEBcj0487BtaB&t=2647
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=Q4rt2xf9dwgADaaf&t=2663
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=yLEhmdaPkxIrqe8f&t=2820

Commissioner Lee question

Commissioner Wolfe guestion

Commissioner Moll guestion

Vice Chair Smitherman guestion
Division 315

Division 340

Division 77

Commissioner Moll guestion
Division 325

Commissioner Moll guestion

Commissioner Neuman guestion

Commissioner Lee guestion

Division 18

Commissioner Moll guestion

Commissioner Neuman comment

Director Gall comment

Commissioner Moll comment

Commissioner Wolfe guestion

Commissioner Lee question
Division 380

Commissioner Neuman guestion
Division 382

Division 17

Commissioner Neuman guestion

Commissioner Moll guestion

Vice Chair Smitherman guestion

Commissioner Moll guestion

Vice Chair Smitherman guestion

Commissioner Neuman guestion

Commissioner Lee question

Commissioner Neuman guestion

Commissioner Neuman guestion

Commissioner Moll comment



https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=cctR6nkPmwtkxdMW&t=2958
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=2P1JxIjXoD3LgYhB&t=3035
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=EKn_8DwpQP_f7nIU&t=3188
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=AyeOVK4XQwRO21-8&t=3359
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=1AonohdqMFkr1eZj&t=3605
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=ehMFnEkfTHrHoZ8_&t=3806
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=xOEU3qhq4IccAp56&t=3888
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=tp61R_GSB6GOWQZ0&t=3973
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=vFSGHFaDnN4i1WxG&t=4419
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=f8ZDm6dpbLAkEcah&t=4562
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=6XZZ40QBQZxagAPJ&t=4664
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=52-P4Wu4XfQftNEZ&t=4816
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=gyVKcdco73HynTSA&t=4918
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=_n_QjaOpwW2oQyWF&t=5268
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=WTg0y3xvYibsuTT8&t=5301
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=iUHnZHpssHV4SUhO&t=5378
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=x_AlSfmetVy2W7Zy&t=5481
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=hMVakjooOi0CNEBi&t=5558
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=mNLRD3ez-MfK2Ysx&t=5649
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=jo9210HjdRx4zTtB&t=5844
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=t16myKL-jJec7IjH&t=6264
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=Qp0yvtggCJtUTwRn&t=6750
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=9K0-Ns_nSZZx6IBI&t=7030
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=qp4TNsMFvG6SEIbS&t=7432
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=kIg3sprRQIwzHqQ3&t=7510
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=1U780e_geSyKHb77&t=7567
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=9bbtXXzVed59KeTX&t=7749
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=eZkitIjMac4rlTmk&t=7789
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=pDaSdpvM3n-2P_II&t=7955
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=vBfAMx6mk2TtB901&t=8069
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=hX-lclHrsEWCQkef&t=8385
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=Svj2yvda2s-9ky9Z&t=9016
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=VcHBX9Nq3UvIP1Oa&t=9181

Meeting Minutes

The minutes of the December 2025 Commission meetings were presented for
Commission approval.

Commissioner Neuman moved to approve the December 11" and 12" meeting

minutes. Commissioner Lee seconded the motion. Votes in favor: Moll, Wolfe,
Neuman, Lee, and Vice-Chair Smitherman. Motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Comments

Commissioners reported on their recent activities, shared information, and commented on a
variety of water resource topics.

. Public Comments and Other Issues

Public Comment, April Snell

Public Comment, Kimberley Priestley

Director Gall Comment

The Water Resources Commission meeting was adjourned.

Submitted by Mindy Lane, Executive Support, Director’'s Office.


https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=DKnmlIgSzZnQW6Cv&t=10283
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=6ET6Q5PB2z8by1dV&t=10297
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=6ET6Q5PB2z8by1dV&t=10297
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=gQuqZ6z3X6tt5IpG&t=10331
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=33Z6GfK08NAdaceF&t=10976
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=ZDaJA3oRjxQIFM2s&t=10986
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=QMPPUGSb5oQHy6Tp&t=11373
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=QEXVW-9ALYAQO-Ry&t=11427
https://youtu.be/NgL5D3RoRYI?si=bYIjRUyxGSdUPora&t=11507
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