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The Program in Water Conflict 
Management and Transformation



• Promotes a global 
water governance 
culture 

• Facilitates
“customized” solutions

• Enhance cooperation 
among stakeholders.

• 20 partners on five 
continents.

 A state-of-the-art GIS 
collection of international 
river basins

 Online databases 
documenting 
transboundary water 
treaties & events

 Can be used to better 
understand water-related 
conflict and cooperation

 A state-of-the-art GIS 
collection of international 
river basins

 Online databases 
documenting 
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treaties & events
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understand water-related 
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Program in Water Conflict Management and Transformation

Professional/Graduate 
Certificate Program

Transboundary 
Freshwater Dispute 
Database (TFDD)

Universities Partnership 
for Transboundary 

Waters

Certificate
• Skill‐building training
• Practicum and real‐world 

problem solving 

Collaborative Facilitations and 
Mediations 

• Skills‐building workshops 
to promote cooperation
between stakeholders



The Overall Programmatic Framework of the Certificate in Water 
Conflict Management and Transformation



The Curriculum consists of 18 credits:

• Water and Society (3 credits required)
• Water and Ecosystems (3 credits required)
• Water and Economics (3 credits required)
• Water Governance (3 credits required)
• Capstone Course Work (3 credits required)
• Capstone Practicum/Internship (3 credits required)



- How can we move debates about water resource issues beyond 
entrenched positions? 

- What are some less confrontational approaches that bring
conflicting interests and institutions together to craft
workable solutions? 

- What are some ways we ourselves can work more peacefully 
within contentious situations?

Capstone Course



Capstone



Collaborative Facilitations and Skills‐
Building Workshops

We hold skills‐building workshops and training courses 
for graduate students and professionals from mid‐career 
through the ministerial level



Online Classes
http://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/water



Benefits of the Certificate
• Improve listening skills through practice 

and critiquing;
• Increase understanding of the culture and 

environment;
• Articulate the latest debates, insights, concepts;
• Uncover and assess conflicting water use interests;
• Analyze the significance of institutional frameworks;
• Successfully work and communicate in a 

multi-disciplinary, multi-cultural environment;



The Transboundary 
Freshwater Dispute Database

The award winning, online international water database provides:

1) The largest compendium of worldwide water events, 
compacts, and treaties available;

2) A state-of-the-art Geographic Information System 
of the world’s international river basins;

3) A means to document and understand conflict and 
cooperation over international freshwater resources; and 

4) A strategic and economically sound way to begin the 
process of mitigating conflicts.

We invite you to visit us at: 
http://www.transboundarywaters.orst.edu/



Partners include…
The International Center for Integrated Water Resources 
Management (ICIWaRM) 

• UNESCO Category 2 water centre headquartered at the U.S. Army 
Engineer Institute for Water Resources (IWR)

• For continuing education, research and institutional capacity building in 
focal areas that include arid/semi-arid zones, droughts and floods, & 
climate change

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization –
International Institute for Hydraulic and Environmental Engineering 
(UNESCO-IHE) to increase knowledge and skills in the water sector.

Transboundary Waters Assessment Project (TWAP)
to develop transboundary waters assessment methods for the Global 
Environmental Facility (GEF) 

The Universities Consortium on Columbia Basin Governance 
• inform process;
• determine scenarios; 
• outcomes that might influence Columbia River Basin decisions.



Cartography: Aimee Brown, April 2009

www.columbiarivergovernance.org





The Universities Consortium on 
Columbia River Governance

Consortium for Columbia Basin 
Governance

•How can universities contribute?
Free, open discussion, without pressure of formal setting

• Convenes and facilitates a nonpartisan forum for 
transboundary dialogue on Columbia River 
governance and the Columbia River Treaty;

• Provides decision-relevant information by 
connecting university research to the needs and 
interests of constituents within the basin; and

• Inspires and prepares future leaders by engaging 
students in research, education, and policy 
dialogues. 



Thank you!

Lynette de Silva
desilval@geo.oregonstate.edu
www.transboundarywaters.orst.edu/


