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Potential Storage Opportunities in 
Oregon 



• 1992 - Commission adopted the 
State’s Water Storage Policy; 

• 1993 - Oregon Legislature codified 
policy; 

• 2012 - Oregon’s IWRS identified the 
need to Improve Access to Built 
Storage; 

• 2013 – SB 839 established Water 
Supply Development Account.    

BACKGROUND 
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Improve access to built storage: 
• Develop additional below-ground storage sites; 
• Re-allocate water in federal reservoir systems that 

have not undertaken formal allocation processes 
in Oregon; 

• Develop additional above ground, off-channel 
storage sites when needed; 

• Evaluate the status of storage infrastructure; 
• Authorize and fund the State to invest in and 

purchase water from stored water facilities. 
 

 
 

IWRS RECOMMENDED ACTION #10B 



Above-Ground Storage (Reservoirs) 
 
• 15,000 water rights authorizing storage of 

surface water. 
 
• 60 Reservoirs with capacities exceeding 5,000 

acre feet. 
 
• 1,200 potential above ground storage sites 

have been mapped to date. 
  
  

TYPES OF STORAGE 





 

Potential Above Ground Storage 



• Above-Ground Storage (Reservoirs) 
   
• Two Types of Below-Ground Storage: 
 - Artificial Recharge 
 - Aquifer Storage and Recovery 
  

TYPES OF STORAGE 



 

Artificial Recharge 



 

Aquifer Storage and Recovery 





• The Columbia River-Umatilla Solutions 
Taskforce (CRUST)  

• Umatilla Basin Critical Ground Water Areas 

• Nine consensus recommendations  
– Development of additional water storage capacity; 

– Improvement of water management; 

– Development of a stronger interstate approach to 
Columbia River water. 

• Several of the recommendations identified 
specific storage opportunities.  

 
 
 
 

CURRENT PROJECTS (CRUST) 



• Umatilla Basin Aquifer Recovery Project 
• Develop additional below-ground storage sites (IWRS 

#10B) 
• Juniper Canyon Storage Reservoir 
• Develop additional above ground, off-channel storage 

sites when needed (IWRS #10B) 
• Wallowa Lake Dam Repair 
• Improve Dam Safety (IWRS #7A) 
• Similkameen Project 
• Authorize and fund the State to invest in and purchase 

water from stored water facilities (IWRS #10B); 
Partner with neighboring States to improve access to 
additional stored water (IWRS #9C) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CURRENT PROJECTS (CRUST) 
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The Commission may consider the following options: 

1. Direct the Department to continue efforts to support 
the development of water storage projects consistent 
with the IWRS recommended action of improving 
access to built storage. 

2. Request the Department staff to return with more 
information. 

  
 
Recommendation:  The Director recommends Option 1 

CLOSING AND RECOMMENDATION 



 

THANK YOU 
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