
 
 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO: Water Resources Commission 
 
FROM: Tracy Louden, Administrator 
    
SUBJECT: Agenda Item J, March 13, 2015 
 Water Resources Commission Meeting 
 
 Budget Update 
 
  
I. Issue Statement and Background 

 
The Department submitted its 2015-17 Agency Request Budget in July 2014.  This proposal 
included requests for twenty budget packages totaling $44.2 million.  Subsequently, the 
Governor published his recommended budget for presentation to the legislature, which includes 
eight budget packages totaling $55.8 million.  Staff will provide an overview of the Governor’s 
Recommended Budget. 
 
II. Discussion 
 
As shown in the first chart, The Department’s current service level or “base” budget for 2015-17 
totals $53.7 million, composed of $28.4 million General Fund (GF), $3.4 million Lottery Funds 
for Debt Service, $20.7 million Other Funds, and $1.3 million Federal Funds.   
 
The Governor’s Recommended Budget includes $55.8 million in additional resources implement 
the Integrated Water Resources Strategy by investing in integrated water resources development, 
strengthening core functions of the Department and helping communities address water-related 
challenges.  The investments in integrated water resources development are primarily for grants 
and loans, which are reflected here as “Other Funds” and consist of Lottery and General 
Obligtion Bond proceeds. 
 

 
 
(In Millions of dollars) 

2015-17 
Base 

2015-17 
w/Pkgs 

General Fund 28.4 30.9 
Lottery Funds Debt Service 3.4 4.4 
Other Funds 20.7 70.7 
Other Funds Debt Service 0 2.2 
Federal Funds 1.3 1.3 

 
 
 

 
 
Kate Brown, Governor 
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The tables below summarize the budget packages included in the Governor’s Recommended 
Budget.  Attachment 1 provides a more detailed summary of each package. 
 

  
FTE  Funding    

Integrated Water Resources Program - Meeting Oregon's Water Needs 

Pkg 106 Funding Feasibility Studies    .75 2,288,690  GF for staff and Lottery 
Bonds for Grants 

Pkg 113 Funding Water Supply Projects  1.00 18,725,297  GF for staff and Lottery 
Bonds for Grants 

Pkg 115 Supporting Project Development and 
Place-Based Planning 

 6.00 2,038,897  GF for staff and Lottery 
Bonds for Grants 

Pkg 120 Facilitating Water Development Loans    - 31,721,865  General Obligation 
Bonds for Loans  

     Strengthening Our Core Functions and Supporting Communities in Addressing Water Challenges 

Pkg 101 Klamath Coordination and Water Right 
Special Projects 

 2.00 427,133  General Fund 

Pkg 104 Data and Water Management in the 
Klamath Basin 

 1.00 191,822  General Fund 

Pkg 105 Establishing a Regional Solutions 
Community Liaison 

 1.00 206,664  General Fund 

Pkg 110 Monitoring Coordinator for Efficient 
Data Sharing and Management 

 1.00 211,067  General Fund 

 
These eight packages total $2.6 million General Fund, $1 million in additional Lottery Funds to 
pay debt service, $50 million in Other Funds for Grants and Loans, and $2.2 million in Other 
Funds to pay for debt service.  There are 12.75 full-time equivalent (FTE) proposed to be added 
to the Department’s position count bringing the total to 167.58 FTE. 
 
III. Conclusion 
 
The Governor’s Recommended Budget (GRB) includes investments in water that will grow our 
economy and lift up rural Oregon to create healthy ecosystems and communities, while 
furthering implementation of the state’s 2012 Integrated Water Resources Strategy (IWRS). The 
largest investments are to aid in the development of water resources statewide to meet instream 
and out-of-stream needs as part of an Integrated Water Resources Program.  Other investments 
focus on strengthening the Department’s core functions and supporting communities, such as the 
Klamath Basin, in solving and managing water-related challenges. 
 
 
Tracy Louden, Administrator 
(503) 986-0920 
 
Attachment: 2015-17 Governor’s Recommended Budget Summary 

 






