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Setting Scenic Waterway Flows

Water Resources Commission Meeting-Agenda Item C
Rachel LovellFord

March 12, 2015

Photo Credit: Pete Giordano, http://oregonpaddling.northwest-rivers.com



Setting Scenic Waterway FIows-Overwew

1) Introduction

2) Background:
e Why set scenic flows
e How flows determined
e What has changed

3) Proposed Scenic
Flow Framework

4) OPRD Pilot Process:
e Overview
* Integrate framework
e.g. Molalla

5) Discussion (20 min)

Photo Credit: WorkinStiff, en.wikimedia.org —



Setting Scenic Waterway Flows-Intro

Past Commission Meetings:

* Why new scenic waterways proposed

e OPRD Scenic Designation process

e How designation impacts new water rights

Today:
e WRD’s proposed Scenic Flow Framework

 Proposed integration with OPRD’s process

Future Commission Meetings:

 Additional presentation planned (September)

e Commission to adopt scenic waterways and flows
for specific locations (December)




Setting Scenic Waterway Flows-Intro

What is a Scenic Waterway?
* Cooperative land-use designation
e Classification and
management plan
e Segment plus buffer (1/4 mile)

What is a Scenic Waterway Flow? : |
e New allocations cannot interfere |- e oo
Wi th Scenic hee dS o Ttk Rk Fork o Gie o Bikge
OAR 690-410-0700(2)(g)
* Priority for the State
OAR 690-410-0030(2)(b)
 IWRS action 11b

Other

Photo Credit: (top) OPRD, (bottom), ODFW Coho Salmon in Eagle Creek



Background: Why we quantify (1970-1988)

+  Scenic Waterway Act | """ Umw/@f’“a-R"“eV '

« ORS 390.835 T

* Diack v. City of
Portland

e WRC to WRD:
quantify flows for
scenic waterways




Background: Flow Setting Methods (1989-1992)

Agency reports
 Technical studies
 Stream gage data
e Guidebooks
 |nterviews
e Public comment

-

Recommended
Flow Levels to
Commission

Photo Credit: (top) Thomas O'Keefe, www.americanwhitewater.org;
(bottom) Oregon Parks and Recreation




e Last flow
adopted: 1992

e Considered in
water right
process

e Allocation policy
not yet fully
implemented

Background: Flow Setting Methods (1989-1992)

LIS
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Photo Credit: (top) Thomas O'Keefe, www.americanwhitewater.org;
(bottom) Oregon Parks and Recreation




Background: Implement Water Allocation Policy (1995)

Statistical summarization of available water
Water Availability program

Natural Streamflow
— Expected Demands (including Scenic)
Available Water

Median Monthly Flow used to assess water
availability for instream flow allocations

Owyhee River

Photo Credit: BLM
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iOREGON.Gov

Water Resources Department

Ore 's Integrated Water Re ¥ Strat
regon's Integrate ater Resources Strategy - Groundwater

About Us
Contact Us 2 s | The State of Oregon has launched its first Integrated Water Resources Strategy. Adopted [ milow _
o - Resources Commission on August 2, 2012, the Strategy provides a blueprint for understan{Measurement Inquiry
Adjudications T R : ; ; : ;
- Oregon’s water quantity, water quality, and ecosystem needs now and into the future. Usi|near Real Time Streamflow |+ Water Law

CommiEsion — involved extensive public outreach, the Strategy identifies the most critical water-related cl Poak Discharae Estimation

communities throughout Oregon. It offers recommendations in 13 different i eas to JMapping -roo|g « Water Rights Quick Links

. . System w Rulemaking
File Pickup = e The Strategy and its Executive Summary are now available online. Click Here
Forms + OWRD Legislative
QOB . Updates

Groundwater
; 3 , e i w« Public Records Request
[— Agency Spotlight

. Resources For: Public Comment Period Extended to March 2 for .
Links ] . . Featured Links
Wells and Well Construction Off-Project Upper Klamath Basin Groundwater Rules
Maps E t Use Water Well R di Additional Open Houses and Public Hearings Scheduled for February 18.
Publicati xempl Lise Tater THel Recording Click here for more information. Fee Schedule
ublications Realtors® , Leamn About Water Rights
Surface Water Certified Water Right Examiners Department Rulemaking in Oregon
Water Conservation Click here to view information on current rulemaking activities, including Water Rights Public Notice
Transfers h bmit publi
Drought Watch ow to submit public comment.
g Water Use Reporting
Water Law Conservation and Supply Resources and Programs ) . . .
oo Senate Bill 839 Rules Advisory Committee Meetings Agency Performance
Water Management Deschutes Basin Mitigation Program The Oregon Water Resources Department has begun the process for Measures
Water Rights Environmental Justice developing the implementation of the Senate Bill 839 grant and loan Locate My Local
et e/ aome/oare e diceia e tab e E it FAQ) programs. The rules will establish procedures and requirements for water Watermaster
apps.wrd.state.or.us/apps/wars/wars_display_wa_tables/IVlainivienul.aspx . " -




Water Availability Analysis
Detailed Reports

MOLALLA R = WILLAMETTE R - AB N FK MOLALLA R
WILLAMETTE BASIN

Watershed 1D # 73293 (Map)

Date: 3/4/2015

Water Availability as of 3/4/2015

Exceedance Level: |50%
Time: 2:42 PM

Water Availability Calculation

JAN
FEB
MAR
APR
MAY
JUN

JUL
AUG
SEP
OCcT
NOV
DEC
ANMN

Consumptive Uses and Storages

Instream Flow Requirements

Reservations

Water Rights

889.00
840.00
715.00
727.00
570.00
233.00
99.50
56.50
65.50
123.00
606.00
904.00
351,000.00

Watershed Characteristics

Water Availability Calculation

Monthly Streamflow in Cubic Feet per Second
Annual Volume at 50% Exceedance in Acre-Feet

| Month]  Natural Stream Flo Consumptive Uses and Storages Expected Stream Flo Reserved Stream Flo Instream Flow Requirement§ Net Water Available

0.01
0.01
0.04
0.1
0.96
1.54
2.9
2.32
0.79
010
0.01
0.01
537.00

889.00
840.00
715.00
727.00
569.00
231.00
96.60
54.20
64.70
123.00
606.00
904.00
350,000.00

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00

140.00
140.00
140.00
140.00
140.00
120.00
50.00
50.00
65.50
123.00
140.00
140.00
83,700.00

749.00
700.00
575.00
587.00
429.00
111.00
46.60
418
0.79
010
466.00
764.00
266,000.00




Water Availability Analysis
Detailed Reports

MOLALLA R = WILLAMETTE R - AB N FK MOLALLA R
WILLAMETTE BASIN

Water Availability as of 3/4/2015

Watershed ID # 73293 (Map) Exceedance Level |50%
Date: 3/4/2015 Time: 2:42 PM
Consumptive Uses and Storages Instream Flow Requirements Reservations |

Water Rights I Watershed Characteristics
Median Water Availability Calculation

Flow Expected Demand
| Month| Reserved Stream Flov Instream Flow Requirement] MNet Water Available

JAN 889 00 0.01 889 00 00 140.00 743,00
FEB 840.00 0.01 840,00 00 140.00 700.00
MAR 715.00 0.04 715.00 00 140 00 575.00
APR 727.00 0.11 727.00 0.0 e 00 587.00
MAY 570.00 0.96 569,00 0.0 Sce NIC (o« 429.00
JUN 233.00 154 231.00 0.0 D.00 111.00
JuL 99 50 2,91 96 60 0.0 FI WS [ 46.60
AUG 56,50 232 5420 0.0 OWS D.00 418
SEP 6550 0.79 64.70 0.0 F 50 0.79
ocT 123.00 0.10 123.00 0.0 Here B.00 0.10

NOV 606.00 0.01 606.00 0.0 0.00 466.00
DEC 904.00 0.01 904.00 0.0 140.00 764.00
ANMN 351,000.00 537.00 350,000.00 0.0 83,700.00 266,000.00




Background: Water Availability

Umatilla

John Day

Deschutes

Malheur

Goose &
Summer
Lakes

Malheur
Lake

Klamath

’i% January Avallable Strea mﬂOW Surface Water Bodies Available Streamflow (CFS)

' o Lakes No Data 100.1 - 1000
! w; Calculated at 50% Exceedance Streams No Water Available I 10001 - 10000

CINRD Hydragraphics (eco), 1/2412013, Projection: Oregan Lambert MAD 83

L This product s for Informatis d t haw for or be sutabie for L, nt i 1 -
L T— QA o seeeg e il ookt Administrative Boundaries 0.1-10 I - 10000

primary data and Infomasion S0UrCes to 3scertain the usabilty of the Information. I:l OWRD Basins 10.1 - 100




Background Summary
Sandy R ey
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Photo Credit: Thomas O'Keefe,




roposed Scenic Flow Framework

Available
Water

Values o

Scenic

Waterwa
Act

Photo Credit: Thomas O'Keefe, www.americanwhitewater.org



roposed Scenic Flow Framework

RD Median
onthly Flow

OPRD
Scenic
Classifications

Photo Credit: Thomas O'Keefe, www.americanwhitewater.org



Proposed Scenic Flow Framework:

WRD Median, Monthly Flow
e Used as cap on instream and storage allocations

e Consistent with OAR 690-410-0070 (2)(c)

Photo Credit: John Goodyear, www.oregonwild.org



“Proposed Scenic Flow Framework:

OPRD_ Scenic Classifications

Natural River
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Recreatlonal e
River

River Community

OAR 736-040-0040:
“In order to

based

on special attributes
of each area within

the scenic waterways,
the following

are
established...”




Classifications
vary with:
e Accessibility
e Existing land use
 Type of scenic
view
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Photo Credit: Thomas O'Keefe, www.americanwhitewater.org *
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OPRD Scenic Classification
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Proposed Scenic Flow Framework

Use a combination of WRD’s median, monthly
flow Ievel and OPRD’s Scenlc Cla55|f|cat|on system

.-F,_, 3

Klamath River

Photo Credit: Thomas O'Keefe, www.americanwhitewater.org



AN Recommended Scenic
i ) :#:i

" Natural River Allocation

(percent of median

monthly flow)
Natural River: 100%

Accessible Natural
River: 95-100%

Scenic River: 90-100%

Natural Scenic River:
85-100%
Recreational River:

80-100%
S River Community:
75-100%

River

River Community




Scenic Flows ]
Ballot

Initiative

Legislative Bill OPRD Study )

~l .~ Public
meetings &

OPRD & WRD comment

Commissions

’ﬂ
Legislature may . Not
override LEEIEETE designated

Oregon’s State Scenic Waterway designation options




Designation of additional scenic waterways

Criteria considered when making such
[designation] reports:

1. Physically qualifies

2. Feedback from general public

3. Organized group (including local
proponents) requests designation and
presents basic management plan



http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/oprd/Trail_Programs_Services/Pages/Scenic-Waterways-Assessment-Process.aspx

OPRD Pilot Process: Molalla

Findings of OPRD Scenic

Molalla River Report
 Molalla found eligible

Public support strong

; ™
" p 3. -
??"-r a ’

Written Comment Type Opposed

Support

Individual Emails and Letters 2
Community Meeting Comment Forms
Email Campaign
Postcard Campaign
Total Written Comments:
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OPRD P|Iot Process Molalla
P v

Potentlal Advisory Group

Members:

e Molalla River Alliance

e BLM

ﬂ e (ities and County

. Landowners

%A
\.
y Tk
3 s
Sl
s :
-

- Adwsory Group Goals:
#'d+ Draft management plan
OPRD classification

——




OPRD Pilot Process: Molalla Timeline

2 0 1 5
A M J J A S o N
D RA FT p a u u u e c o
r y n I g p t Vv
e y t
Develop Advisory
Committees I |
Advisory Committee 1\ Flow
Meetings N
Draft Management 1
Plans for the Molalla SEttI ng
( and Chetco Rivers ) P
rocess

Public Workshop

Public Comment Period

IEC‘»

Recommendations to
Oregon Parks &
Recreation and Water
Resources
Commissions

AN
A\

a4

Report, including Final
Management Plans to
Governor’s Office




Hypothetical Molalla Flow Recommendation Process

Recommended Scenic Allocation
(percent of median monthly flow)

Natural River: 100%

Accessible Natural River: 95-100%

: “‘g:fﬁxﬁ;‘: ’-"ﬁ‘
A B
Natural

Scenic River

/

Scenic River: 90-100%

Natural Scenic River: 85-10@

Recreation River: 80-100%

River Community: 75-100%



Process:
Hypothetical Molalla Flow Recommendation Process

OPRD Advisory Group

Suggest classification

Natural
Scenic

River:



’rocess:

Hypothetical Molalla Flow Recommendation Process

Public ~BLELICIN Public input on

Process [ = =01 [gssification
River:




’rocess:

Hypothetical Molalla Flow Recommendation Process

—

85% — minor
additional water
development

92% - less water

Natural development

Public )
Scenic

Process River: 100% — no future
85 water development




OPRD Pilot Process:
Hypothetical Molalla Flow Recommendation Process

OPRD Advisory Group 85% — minor

additional water
development

| 92% - less water
= Natural development

Public
Process |

Scenic
River: 100% — no future

100% water development




s
Setting Scenic Waterway Flows-Summary

* How we set
flows in past

Natural River: 100%
Proposal for

new framework

Accessible Natural River: 95-100%
Scenic River: 90-100%

Natural Scenic River: 85-100% Flow setting

within OPRD

designation
River Community: 75-100% process

Recreation River: 80-100%




Setting Scenic Waterway Flows:

Questions for the Commission

Any concerns/comments regarding:
e The Scenic Flow Framework?
* WRD’s engagement in OPRD’s process?

Reminder:

 September: Additional WRC presentation

e December: WRC to adopt both scenic
waterways and flows for specific sites



Walleko Lale

Rachel LovellFord

Rachel.M.LovellFord@wrd.state.or.us
503-986-0836

d on Brown, License: https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0,




1000
900
800
700
600
500
400

Streamflow (cfs)

300
200
100

Hypothetical Molalla River Scenic Allocation:
Comparison of Median Monthly Flow to
85% Scenic Allocation

B Median Flow B 85% of Median Flow

JAN

..

FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37

