
Update on State Drought Declarations 
Keith Mills, State Engineer 



• County declaration 

• Letter requesting Governor declaration 

• Water Availability Committee technical review 

• Drought Council Policy Review 

• Recommendation from Drought Council to Governor,  
from Office of Emergency Management 

• Governor determination and declaration as appropriate 

State Drought Declaration Process 



Governor-Declared Drought Counties 



Current Drought Conditions in Oregon’s Basins 



“Drought Unavoidable” in Oregon basins** 



State Declarations by County (Jan. 1990 – June 2015) 



Drought Emergency Permits 

County 

Applications 
Received 

Applications 
Approved 

Transfers 
Received 

Transfers 
Approved 

Crook 1   1 1 
Harney 1 1 1   
Klamath 37 36     
Lake 1   1 1 
Lane 0   3   
Malheur 13 13 4 4 
Morrow 1 1     

 



Any Questions? 



Policy Discussion  
Tom Byler & Racquel Rancier 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9

