
EAST REGION 
District 10 

JR Johnson 
Watermaster 

 
 



REGION 5 



          COMPARATIVE AREAS  
                IN SQUARE MILES 
 
      HARNEY COUNTY        11,716 
 
      RHODE ISLAND                1,213 
      DELAWARE                         2,026 
      CONNECTICUT                  5,006 
      HAWAII                                6,459 
      NEW JERSEY                      7,790 
      MASSACHUSETTS            8,262 
      NEW HAMPSHIRE            9,283 
      VERMONT                           9,615 
                                                                                                   



DISTRICT 10 OVERVIEW 
• East Region covers 29,473 square miles 
• District 10 covers 11,716 square miles 

– Counties include Harney, Grant, Malheur, and 
Lake 

– Surface water irrigation   384,991 acres 
– Ground water irrigation   98,069   acres 
– Majority of surface water irrigation is from the 

Silvies River 
– GW records show 3,372 water wells 

 
 
 





DISTRICT 10 

• Fifteen Distinct Decrees 
 Silvies River, Silver Creek, Malheur River, 
 Wildhorse Creek, Trout Creek 
 
No Irrigation Districts 
 
Five OWRD Gaging Stations 
 Silvies River  - 3 
 Silver Creek  - 1 
 Trout Creek  - 1 
 



Silvies Valley Ranch 

  



IN STREAM AND 
OTHER NON-
IRRIGATION 
USES. 

Most  streams 
go dry on an 
average year. 



DAMS & STORAGE 

NO 
SIGNIFICANT 
STORAGE SITES 
IN DIST. 10 
 
 
 

Low Hazard - 98 
 
Sig Hazard - 9 
 
High Hazard - 0 



District 10 Precipitation 





GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT 
Wright’s Point Area 



GROUND WATER DEVELOPMENT 
Greater Harney Valley 

 
 

East of Hines/Burns 



Greater Harney Valley 



District 10 Groundwater 

• Moratorium placed on new groundwater 
development in the Greater Harney Valley 
Area 
 

• Five year rigorous data collection plan 
 

• Need to develop a process and rules to allow 
for mitigation strategies  



Questions? 



District 7  

David Bates  
Watermaster 



 District Overview 

 District 7- Total Area = 3,153 Square Miles 
 Primary Water Rights- 65,836.1 acres 

 Surface Water- 63,454.6 acres 
 Ground Water- 2,381.5 acres 

 Annual rainfall averages from about 55 inches in 
the South to 12 inches in the North. 



 District Overview 

 District 7- Total Area = 3,153 square miles 
 Primary Water Rights- 65,836.1 acres 

 Surface Water- 63,454.6 acres 
 Ground Water- 2,381.5 acres 
 Storage – Wallowa Lake 58,487 acre-feet 

 Average annual precipitation ranges from about 55 
inches in the south to 12 inches in the north. 



Mean Annual Precip 1971-2000  



Groundwater 



 Wallowa Lake Dam 
 Rights: 58,487 af 
 Capacity: ~46,910 af 
 Over 100 Years Old 
 1978 Max Fill of 4375ft 

or 6.5 feet below 
spillway 

 ADC Seeking Funding 
to replace the dam 

 
 

 
 

 



Wallowa Lake Storage 
 



 Regulation – Lower River 

 420 CFS Instream Flow at Troy, 1961 Priority Date 
 63.2 CFS of Junior Priority Date Regulated Off 
 1961 to 1985 Priority Dates 
 48 CFS comes from the Cross Country Canal 
 

 



 Regulation – Upper Wallowa 
River 

 Asked to Protect Stored Water in Wallowa Lake 
 Duty System 1.5 af/ac then 1.0 af/ac 
 Ditches: Mitchell, 1880 – Creighton, 1883 – Big 

Bend, 1884 – Granger, 1889 – Cove, 1890 
 Installed a new gage, 13325500 above the Lake to 

Model inflow 
 
 



 Drought Status 

 



 Drought Status 

 



 Drought Status 

 



 District 7 

 First year in Wallowa County  
 Great Support from Region Staff and Salem 
 Great Irrigators 
 Questions? 

 



DISTRICT #9 OVERVIEW 

Ron Jacobs 
District #9 Watermaster 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wrd.state.or.us 





Drought Declarations 
2003 
2004 
2007 
2011 
2012 
2013 
2014 
2015 

 
 





Drought Mitigation 

• Only After Governor declares 
drought  

• Must already have an existing right 
or permit.   

• CAN’T irrigate new lands unless you 
transfer place of use. 

• CAN’T injure other rights 
 
 
 
 
 



Drought Mitigation 
• SWAP Supplemental Ground Water 

Right for Surface Water Primary 
Right. (Permit/Certificate) 
 ***(10 day notice period)** 

• APPLY FOR a temporary 
emergency use of water. Must show 
inability to use existing right/permit. 

• MAY waive the notice requirements 
Landowner Permit/Bond and Start 
Card Report 
 



Drought Transfers 
• Change the Type of use 

(Permit/Certificate)  

• Change the Place of use 
(Permit/Certificate) 

• Change the Point of diversion 
(Permit/Certificate) 

• No waiting or notice requirements 
 















RESERVOIR INSPECTIONS 









WELL NET DISTRICT 9 
16 OBSERVATION WELLS 





REGULATION 
SIZE (Approx) 

 
90 miles wide 
170 miles long 
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