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Outline 

Drought Conditions: 
• Status of drought declarations 
• A look at streamflow and temperature 
• Expected conditions for this fall 
 

What’s Ahead for Drought Response: 
• Ongoing agency efforts  
• Governor Brown’s Directive to State Agencies 
• Next Steps 



Emergency State Declarations 

September 3, 2015 



Federal Disaster Designations 

September 2, 2015 



34 percent in extreme drought 

Federal U.S. Drought Monitor 



Record Low Snowpack   



67 percent in extreme drought 

Federal U.S. Drought Monitor 



Precipitation 



Record Warm Temperatures for Oregon 



Streamflow Conditions for the Water Year 



Streamflow Conditions for August 



Streamflow Conditions by Basin 



Chetco River 



Salmon River 



Project Basin
Percent of 
Capacity

Percent of 
Average for 

August
(%) (%)

Deschutes 38% 74%
Umatilla 22% 67%
Eastern 3% 6%
Rogue 29% 35%
Willamette 27% 30%
Total 23% 32%

Reservoir Storage 

Data:  Corps and Bureau Projects 



The Fall Forecast:   
      Precipitation below normal 



The Fall Forecast:   
      Temperatures above normal 



Department Outreach Efforts 



Other Drought-Related Efforts 



 

Directive to State Agencies: 
• By 2020, reduce water use by 15 percent 
• Report annually to the Governor 
• Focus on short-term actions (i.e., non-essential uses) 
• Put up signage 
• Assess leaks 
 
Directive for Drought Planning: 
• Update the state’s emergency plan for drought 
• Incorporate drought into 2017 IWRS 
 



Next Steps 

• Assist with state agency water conservation 
 
• Continue coordination meetings 

 
• Update drought annex by end of year 

 
• Explore policies for drought resiliency in IWRS 

 
• Implement longer-term tools to address water 

challenges 
 
 



 

Questions? 
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