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Status Update 



• Background 

• Study process overview 

• Update on demand estimation process 

• Public and stakeholder engagement 

 

Outline 



Willamette Valley Project 
• 13  reservoirs  

(1.64 M acre-feet legally stored) 
• 5 percent is contracted 
• Water releases for fish & wildlife benefits 

Willamette Basin 
• Strong recreational demand 
• Fastest growing area in the state 
• Diverse agricultural setting 
• Several ESA-listed species 

 

Background 



• Initiated in 1996 

• Placed on hold (2000) 

• Willamette Biological Opinion issued (2008) 

• Small-scale discussions & white paper (2011) 

• IWRS adoption (2012)  
Action 10B:  Improve Access to Built Storage 

• Funds available for a small-scale pilot (Fall 2012) 

• Approval to start feasibility study (February 2015) 

• Cost Share Agreement signed (August 2015) 

Background 



Study Process 



Timeline & Next Steps 
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Timeline & Next Steps 



• Technical workgroups formed 

• Municipal & industrial workgroup  

• Fish and wildlife workgroup 

• Agricultural workgroup  

• Future projections for 2035 and 2065 

• Must be credible and reasonable 

• Next phase of analysis – define and explore alternatives  

 

 

 

 

Estimating Current and Future Demands 



Public and Stakeholder Engagement 

• Stakeholder meeting held in March 

• Open houses in mid-March to gather public input 

• About dozen comments received: 
• Climate change 
• Prioritization of uses 
• Water rights 
• Fish and wildlife flows 

 

 

 



Public comments:  what about dry years? 



What happens after the study? 

• If approved by Congress, 

• Administer a new contracting program for municipal and 
industrial uses 

• State seeks contract for storage releases for instream 
protections 

• Change character of use on storage certificates 

• Water users file applications to use stored water   

 

 

 



Thank You 
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