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Owyhee River at Leslie Gulch, Malheur County 
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 Introduction:  HB 3369 

Oregon’s House Bill 3369 (2009) 

•  Directed WRD to lead efforts 
 to “understand and meet” 
 Oregon’s water needs” 
 

•  To partner with water quality, 
 fish & wildlife, agriculture,  
 other agencies, tribes,  
 stakeholders,  & public 
 

•   To account for coming 
    pressures 
 

 

instream and out-of-stream 
    …quality, quantity & ecosystem needs       
    …today and in the future 



 2 Goals and 4 Objectives 

GOALS: 
• Improve our understanding of Oregon’s water resources 

• Meet Oregon’s water resources needs 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
• Understand water resources today 

• Understand instream and out-of-stream needs 

• Understand the coming pressures that affect our needs & supplies 

• Meet Oregon’s instream and out-of-stream needs 
 
 



 Critical Issues 

• Limited water supplies & systems 

• Water quality & quantity 
information 

• Water management institutions 

• Further define out-of-stream 
needs/demands 

• Further define instream 
needs/demands  

• Economic development 

• Population growth 

• Climate change 
 
 
 
 

• Water & energy nexus 

• Infrastructure 

• Water & land use 

• Education & outreach 

• Place-based efforts 

• Healthy ecosystems 

• Water management &  
development 

• Public Health 

• Funding 
 
 
 





The 2012 IWRS Process 

SETTING THE STAGE 

• Issue papers 

• Formation of key principles 

• 3-year public workplan 

• Public involvement  

• Project team 

• Three advisory groups:   
• Agency Advisory Group 
• Federal Liaison Group 
• Policy Advisory Group 

 
 

Columbia River, Umatilla County  

Alsea Falls in the Coast Range, Benton County  

Ochoco Reservoir, Crook County 

Phase I  



The 2012 IWRS Process 

McKercher Falls, Calapooia River, Linn County 

Columbia River, The Dalles, Wasco County  

Metolius River, Jefferson County 

Phase II  

PUBLIC OUTREACH GOAL:   
To form a vision for Oregon’s water future, &  

to identify critical issues and potential solutions 

IDENTIFYING WATER NEEDS 

•  11 open house events 

• Numerous stakeholder workshops and 
briefings 

• Online survey, and “virtual” open 
house 
 



The 2012 IWRS Process 

Catherine Creek State Park, Union County 

Malheur Lake, Harney County 

DEVELOPING RECOMMENDED ACTIONS 

• Feb. 2011 Progress Report to 76th  
Legislative Assembly 

• Released “Bulletins” in June 2011 

• Numerous opportunities for public 
comment 

• Continued to meet with advisory groups 

• Released Discussion Draft in December 
2011 

 

Phase III  

Willamina Creek, Yamhill County 



The 2012 IWRS Process 

Brownlee Reservoir near Richland, Baker County 

North Umpqua River, Douglas County 

Phase IV  
PRODUCING OREGON’S FIRST IWRS 
 

• Continued opportunity for comment 

• Notified other boards/commissions 

• Final Draft released:  June 2012 
 

Timothy Lake, Clackamas County 



The 2012 IWRS Process 

Brownlee Reservoir near Richland, Baker County 

North Umpqua River, Douglas County 

Phase V  
IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION 
 

• Commission adopted IWRS in August 
2012 

• Introduced budget and policy packages 
during 2013 Legislative Session 

• All partner agencies received funding 
to implement the IWRS 

Timothy Lake, Clackamas County 



Implementation:  2012 - 2015 

Cooperative Groundwater Studies 

New Gaging Stations New Monitoring Wells 

Hydrogeologists Hydrologists 

Monitoring Strategy 

Water Use Reporting 

$$ for Measurement Devices 

Updated Permitting Guide 

Instream Flow Studies 

2015 Demand Forecast 

Invasive Species 

Place-Based Planning 

Pesticide Stewardship Partnerships 

Grants & Loans for Feasibility & Implementation 

IWRS Coordination 

Willamette Reallocation Study 

Deschutes WaterSMART Study 

New Watermasters (Klamath & Enterprise) 

TMDL Development Scenic Waterways 



 
An iterative process will help us evaluate whether the 

recommended actions meet the goals and objectives of the Strategy.  
The process will include monitoring the implementation of 

recommended actions, to commitment to resolving conflicts that 
arise during the course of implementation, providing feedback on 
any successes or shortcomings, and evolving or adapting to new 

information or resources.  As we learn lessons from the first round 
of implementation, we can adjust the Strategy as needed through 

formal adoption every five years. 



 2017 Update:  Looking Ahead 

Pond along Rutledge Road, Sherman County 

Lake Penland, Morrow County 

Nehalem Bay State Park, Tillamook County 

• 2017 IWRS Update will be surgical 
 
• Comprehensive revision could occur at the 

ten-year mark 
 

• Governor’s July 2015 directive on drought 
and climate change 
 

• A more targeted look at coming pressures 
(e.g., extreme weather events) 

 
• A key focus on demonstrating and 

reporting progress made to date 
 

 



Oregon Coast near Seal Rock, Lincoln County 

Silvies River, Grant County 

S. Fork McKenzie River, Lane County 

 Questions for the Commission 

1. Form a sub-committee of the Water 
Resources Commission? 

2. Convene an Advisory Group? 

3. Solicit public input in early 2016? 

4. Continue to provide regular updates to 
the Commission? 



Oregon Coast near Seal Rock, Lincoln County 

Silvies River, Grant County 

S. Fork McKenzie River, Lane County 

 Next Steps & Noteworthy Items 

1. Develop a 2-year workplan 

2. Must notify other boards and 
commissions prior to adoption 

3. 2017 IWRS must be adopted by WRC 
and recognized in rule 

 

 



Images courtesy of Kyle Gorman of OWRD (Metolius River);  Michael Lemmon (Snake River Gorge), Oregon Dept. of Transportation (Willamette R. Blue Heron), Bob Wood of 
OWRD (Mt. Hood); Oregon Parks and Recreation Department (Cottonwood Canyon); and the Oregon Department of  Fish and Wildlife (Sandy River);  

All other images courtesy of Gary Halvorson, Oregon State Archives. 

Thank you 
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