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Outline Outline 

• What is Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy? 

• What has been accomplished thus far? 

• Where is the state headed with the 2017 Strategy? 

 
 



Outline The Charge to Develop the Strategy 

Oregon’s House Bill 3369 (2009) 

•  Directed WRD to lead efforts 
 to “understand and meet” 
 Oregon’s water needs” 
 

•  Partnered with water quality, 
 fish & wildlife, agriculture,  
 other agencies, tribes,  
 stakeholders,  & public 
 

•   Account for coming 
    pressures 
 

 

instream and out-of-stream 
    …quality, quantity & ecosystem needs       
    …today and in the future 



Outline The Process Taken 

Phase 1 (2009):  Setting the Stage 
Workplan, issue papers, key principles, public involvement,  
public mailing list, 3 advisory groups 
 

Phase 2 (2010):  Identifying Water Needs 
11 open houses, 1 survey, stakeholder workshops & briefings 
 

Phase 3 (2011):  Developing Recommended Actions 
Progress report, bulletins, public comment, 2011 discussion draft 
 

Phase 4 (2012):  Producing Oregon’s First IWRS 
More public comment, boards/commissions, final draft June 2012 
 

Phase 5 (2012 – current):  Implementation and Evaluation 
Adoption August 2012, foundation for budget and policy packages in 2013 & 
2015 Legislatures, support & momentum 
 

 
 
 

 



Outline Goals & Objectives 

GOALS: 
• Improve our understanding of Oregon’s water resources 

• Meet Oregon’s water resources needs 
 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
• Understand water resources today 

• Understand instream and out-of-stream needs 

• Understand the coming pressures that affect our needs & supplies 

• Meet Oregon’s instream and out-of-stream needs 
 
 



Critical Issues – a sample… 

Surface Water Groundwater Habitat 

Water Quality Public Health Invasive Species 



Recommended Actions 

 
• More than 40 recommended actions 

 
• Actions are meant to be implemented by public and private sectors 
 
• Not all actions require funding 
 
• Developed a workplan to guide implementation priorities for  

2012-2017 



Progress to Date – Agency Efforts 
2012-2016 



Outline 2012-2017 Workplan Focus Areas 

Cooperative Groundwater Studies 

New Gaging Stations 

New Monitoring Wells 

Hydrogeologists Hydrologists 

Monitoring Strategy 

Water Use Reporting 

$$ for Measurement Devices 

Water Related Permitting Guide 

$$ Instream Flow Studies 

2015 Demand Forecast 

Invasive Species 

Place-Based Planning 

Pesticide Stewardship Partnerships 

Grants for Feasibility Studies & Water Projects 

IWRS Coordination 

Willamette Basin Study 

Deschutes WaterSMART Study 

New Watermasters (Klamath & Enterprise) 

TMDL Development 

Scenic Waterways 

Groundwater Quality 



Draft Progress Report (2012 – 2015) 



Objectives 1 & 2:  Understanding… 



Objective 3:  Understand the Coming Pressures… 



Meet Oregon’s Instream and Out-of-Stream Needs 



Outline 

Monitoring Groundwater and Surface Water Supplies 

• 20 new stream gages have been installed, all near real-time  

• 14 new monitoring wells installed, all equipped with continuous 
recorders 

• Initiating new groundwater studies 
 

Monitoring Groundwater Quality 

• Funding and staff provided to expand  
monitoring to areas outside of existing  
groundwater management areas 

• Mid-Rogue, North Coast, and the Walla-Walla Basin sampled in 
2015-16 

 

Understanding Groundwater & Surface Water 



Outline 

Designation of new Scenic Waterways 

• 14-mile reach of the Chetco River, located in 
Curry County  

• 14.2-mile reach of the Molalla River, 
located in Clackamas County 

• Governor Brown approved 
these new reaches in  
January 2016  

New Scenic Waterways 

Chetco River  

Molalla River  



Outline 

• Recently initiated integrated water resources planning on a 
smaller scale – Mid-Coast, Lower John Day, Upper Grande Ronde, 
and Malheur Lake basins 
 

• Goal is to develop place-based plans that roll up and inform the 
statewide Strategy 

  
• Collaborative efforts are  

also occurring in the  
Upper Deschutes and  
Willamette River Basin   

 

Collaborative Planning Efforts 



Outline 

Funding for Feasibility Studies & Project Development 
• The state has recently launched a new Water Resources Development 

Program 
 

• Includes grants and loans for a variety of water projects that result in 
economic, environmental, and social benefits 
 

• In May 2016, the Water Resources Commission awarded $1.2 million 
to complete 17 feasibility studies  

 
• Another $8.9 million awarded  

to the construction or implementation  
of 9 water projects  
 

Providing Funds for Studies & Projects 



Changes in  
Municipal & Industrial Demands 

Changes in  
Agricultural Demands 

Understanding Future Demands 

• In 2008, Oregon completed its first water demand study 

• Updated the water demand forecast in 2015 

• Another 1.3 million acre-feet needed by 2050 



What lies ahead for Oregon’s Next Strategy? 



Outline Building Drought Resiliency 



Outline Record Low Snowpack 

Source:  Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Peak Annual Snowpack (Water Years 1981 - 2015) 



Outline Drought’s Impact on Oregon Communities 

• Early snowmelt and runoff 

• Reduced reservoir storage  

• Earlier regulation of water rights, new for some areas 

• Fisheries management (water temperatures, mortalities) 

• Agriculture (reduced yields, cut in deliveries) 

• Recreation/tourism 

• Wildlife 

• Very intense wildfire season 

• Tree die offs 



 

• 2017 IWRS update will be surgical, a comprehensive revision will 
occur in 2022 

• Must address drought and a changing climate 

• Project partners will report on progress  
made since 2012 

• A new workplan will be developed  
for 2017-2022 

• The Water Resources Commission 
will notify other boards/commissions  
prior to adoption 

• 2017 IWRS must be adopted by the  
Water Resources Commission 
 

 

Developing the Next Strategy 



Outline 

Water Resources Department’s website: 
http://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/pages/law/integrated_water_supply_strategy.aspx 
 
IWRS Public Mailing List: 
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/iwrs   
 
IWRS Email: 
waterstrategy@wrd.state.or.us  
   
 

For More Information 

http://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/pages/law/integrated_water_supply_strategy.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/pages/law/integrated_water_supply_strategy.aspx
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/iwrs
http://listsmart.osl.state.or.us/mailman/listinfo/iwrs
mailto:waterstrategy@wrd.state.or.us
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