
Water Resources Commission Meeting 
August 18, 2016 

Updating Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy 



Outline Outline 

• Overview of open house events, online survey, and 
individual comments 

• General themes resulting from public input 

• Update on Policy Advisory Group Meeting 

• Conclusion and next steps 
 
 

 
 



Outline Open House Events 

• Purpose was to inform public of recent accomplishments 
and gather input to inform the 2017 Strategy 

• Events were advertised through IWRS mailing list 

• Press releases were issued 

• Reporters from East Oregonian, Argus Observer, and the 
Bend Bulletin attended the events  
 



Outline Open House Events 

Event Date Attendees 

Pendleton June 13 38 

Ontario June 14 14 

Salem June 16 22 

Newport June 20 14 

Medford June 22 30 

Bend June 23 51 

Beaverton June 30 27 



Outline Poster Gallery 



Outline Kids Activity Table 

Donations: 
• Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife 

• Umatilla Basin Watershed Council 

• Confederated Tribes of Umatilla  
Indian Reservation 

• Marion Soil and Water Conservation District 

• Surfrider Foundation 

• Jackson Soil and Water Conservation District 

• City of Bend 

• Portland Water Bureau 

• Tualatin River Watershed Council 

 
 



Outline Support from Project Partners 

• Agency partners assisted with 
note-taking, securing venues, 
materials, and advertising the 
events 

• Department’s field staff also 
participated 

• Stakeholder organizations 
helped advertise 

• Local partners helped with the 
welcome table and facilitation 
 

 
 



Outline Presentation 

• Provided overview of goals and objectives 

• Summary of critical issues 

• Highlighted key accomplishments 
• Place-based planning 
• Scenic waterways 
• New monitoring sites 
• Groundwater efforts 
• 2015 demand forecast study  

• Discussed drought and its place in the 2017 Strategy 

 
 



Outline Discussion Questions 

Questions Posed to the Audience: 

1. How has the recent drought affected you? 

2. In what ways did the drought affect your community? 

3. How did you respond to drought? Please share  
any successes or strategies. 

4. What actions should be pursued to better prepare  
for future droughts? 

5. What most concerns you about the future with regard to water? 

6. Any other thoughts or comments you would like to share  
with the IWRS Project Team? 

 



Outline Online Survey 

• Another way to submit 
comments 
 

• Same set of discussion 
questions 
 

• Opened from June 13 through 
July 15 
 

• Over 66 individuals participated 

See Attachment 4 



Outline Individual Comments 

• Cyndi Karp 

• Fran Recht 

• Mark Henjum 

• Oregon Environmental Council 

• Rogue Basin Partnership 

• Tualatin River Watershed Council 

• Tualatin Riverkeeper 
See Attachment 5 



Outline Themes resulting from public input  

• Groundwater 

• Place-based planning 

• Monitoring 

• Education 

• Conservation 

• Instream demands 

 



Outline Policy Advisory Group Meeting 

• Held the second meeting on June 28, 2016 

• Spent meeting building upon the brainstorming exercise from the 
first meeting 

• Prioritized list of new actions or revised actions will continue at 
future meetings 

• Some emerging topics: 

• Ensure adequate field and permitting staff, data and 
monitoring, public safety, infrastructure funding 

• Online resource library available 

 



Outline Next Steps 

• Next PAG meeting set for September 14 in Salem 

• The Agency Advisory Group will meet in late September, 
following the PAG meeting 

• PAG Meeting 4 has been set for December 7 

• Staff will share the results of public input online 
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