Updating Oregon’s Integrated Water Resources Strategy

Water Resources Commission Meeting
August 18, 2016



Outline

 Overview of open house events, online survey, and
individual comments

 General themes resulting from public input
 Update on Policy Advisory Group Meeting

e Conclusion and next steps



) Open House Events

 Purpose was to inform public of recent accomplishments
and gather input to inform the 2017 Strategy

 Events were advertised through IWRS mailing list
* Press releases were issued

 Reporters from East Oregonian, Argus Observer, and the
Bend Bulletin attended the events



Open House Events

Pendleton June 13 38
Ontario June 14 14
Salem June 16 22
Newport June 20 14
Medford June 22 30
Bend June 23 51

Beaverton June 30 27
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Kids Activity Table

Donations:

* Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
e Umatilla Basin Watershed Council

e Confederated Tribes of Umatilla
Indian Reservation

* Marion Soil and Water Conservation District
e Surfrider Foundation

e Jackson Soil and Water Conservation District
e City of Bend

e Portland Water Bureau

* Tualatin River Watershed Council



Support from Project Partners

e Agency partners assisted with
note-taking, securing venues,
materials, and advertising the
events

 Department’s field staff also
participated

e Stakeholder organizations
helped advertise

e Local partners helped with the
welcome table and facilitation




y Presentation

 Provided overview of goals and objectives
e Summary of critical issues

 Highlighted key accomplishments
 Place-based planning
e Scenic waterways
e New monitoring sites
* Groundwater efforts
e 2015 demand forecast study

 Discussed drought and its place in the 2017 Strategy



y Discussion Questions

Questions Posed to the Audience:

1.
2.
3.

How has the recent drought affected you?
In what ways did the drought affect your community?

How did you respond to drought? Please share
any successes or strategies.

What actions should be pursued to better prepare
for future droughts?

What most concerns you about the future with regard to water?

Any other thoughts or comments you would like to share
with the IWRS Project Team?



Online Survey

See Attachment 4

Q2: In what ways did the drought affect your community?

([ Another Way to Su bm it 1. Cencern for current and future availability of enough and quality water resources in Oregon.

2. Significant reducticn in water available forirrigation primarily due to reallocation of irrigation water
for other purposes.

co m m e nts 3. Ilivein the county, where a very large number of pecple ended up having to purchase water,

delivered by tank trucks. Many more problems than ever before, according to these delivery
companies,

4. Qur community depends on recreation - floating and fishing - as core parts of its tourism economy.
Also, a healthy river is an important part of the community's identity. When instream flows are
reduced, these suffer.

® Sa m e Set Of d isc u SS i o n 5. With publicity about other places cur system demand has decreased naturally.

6. See above Everyone who uses the rivers, reservoirs and other water-centric facilities has been
impacted. From farmers to frogs everyone has felt the negative effects,

°
q u e St I O n S 7. Some reduced recreation income because of less snow, although Mt Bachelor did relatively well.

&, Reduced water for residential irrigation.

9. Limited all of our ability to enjoy our rivers,

10. In visiting Bend while drought was in place, I was amazed at the sprinkler systems working away on

(] O pe n e d fro m J u n e 1 3 t h ro ug h what are community property in the various Estate systems... River Rim, River Canyon etc.

11, Created opportunities for news stories but no real changesin behaviors in the town of Madras at
least.

J u Iy 1 5 12, We have poisoned the well. Rather than pricritize in-stream flows for habitat protection, we draw

down river flow and warm up the water, all to the detriment of fish, birds, and insects dependent on
the river systems. In the end the resources and values that make central Cregen popular are
destroyed. We end up with too many people, damaged ecosystems, and irrigated specialty crops.

13, Ashland ran low on water frem cur watershed and added water from the irrigation district; this is low
quality water and additionally, some folks lost their irrigation water because there wasn'tencugh to

. ° ° e o
[ ) O 66 d d I t t d go around. Wildfire caused a lot of damage to our tourist industry, crops and health. Emigrant Lake,
Ve r I n IVI u a S a r I CI a e where many go for recreation was completely empty down to a small stream in the middle.
14, Trees died, several neighbors also have to purchase water due to wells ner producing enough water,

etc.

15, With Detroit Reservoir at an all-time low last year, a tremendous amount of recreational use shifted to
Suttle Lake and surrounding waters pushing usage over the top.

16. Fishing and recreation have been impacted by lower streamflows. The fishing season on the upper
Deschutes has been chortened by a month.

17. Mot sure,
18 Lest revenue for tourism.

19, Bend so far has been fortunate with adequate water supplies although the debate continuesis this at



Individual Comments

e Cyndi Karp

* Fran Recht

e Mark Henjum

e Oregon Environmental Council
 Rogue Basin Partnership

e Tualatin River Watershed Council

e Tualatin Riverkeeper

See Attachment 5



\ Themes resulting from public input

 Groundwater
 Place-based planning
 Monitoring
 Education

e Conservation

e Instream demands



y Policy Advisory Group Meeting

Held the second meeting on June 28, 2016

Spent meeting building upon the brainstorming exercise from the
first meeting

Prioritized list of new actions or revised actions will continue at
future meetings

Some emerging topics:

 Ensure adequate field and permitting staff, data and
monitoring, public safety, infrastructure funding

Online resource library available



F=2 Next Steps

 Next PAG meeting set for September 14 in Salem

* The Agency Advisory Group will meet in late September,
following the PAG meeting

e PAG Meeting 4 has been set for December 7

o Staff will share the results of public input online
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