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Deschutes 
Basin Irrigation 
Districts 



PAST 
 

• COID & partners were instrumental in bringing forward the 
conservation statute. 

• Completed 6 conserved water projects resulting in 29 cfs of 
conserved water protected instream. 

• Since 2005, 2,082 acres of COID water permanently transferred 
instream for groundwater mitigation and flow restoration. 

• 62 cfs in diversion reductions with 36 cfs protected instream. 

• Participate in annual instream lease program protecting an average 
30 cfs. 
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Historical 
Deschutes River 
Flows 



Current 
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Habitat Conservation Plan Update 
 
Basin Study Work Group Update 
Studies identified: 
• Changing conditions, water demand, and a suite of options to meet them. 
 
The challenge: 
• Rules may not be in place to embrace the opportunities. 
 
  
 
 
 

 



Planning for the Future 
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SYSTEM IMPROVEMENT …conservation 
potential 

Pilot Butte 
Canal  
156 cfs 
(59,163 AF) 

Central Oregon 
Canal 
99 cfs 
(37,300 AF) 



12 

Capital Projects 

Phase 1 
31cfs 

Phase 2 
37cfs 



 
Next Steps 
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• Reduce NUID reliance on Wickiup storage by transferring COID 

conserved water to NUID lands. 
• Transfer off NUID water, exchanging it with the senior COID conserved 

water. 
• Transfer Wickiup storage instream during winter season.  
In Addition: 
• Create mitigation credits from the instreamed storage for growing 

Central Oregon cities. 
• Winter storage releases may balance the negative impact on winter flows 

caused by current, seasonal mitigation. 

 
 
 

 



What Worked in the Past Doesn’t Work in the 
Future  
 
Transferring COID urbanizing acres instream for groundwater 
mitigation is no longer a viable option. 
 
• COID Instream transfers do not increase winter flows in the upper 

Deschutes River. 
 
• Does not help junior irrigation district partners reduce dependence 

on storage. 
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Finding Flexible Solutions 
 

Form a workgroup, including 
OWRD staff, irrigation districts, 
municipal partners, and others, to 
develop solutions. 
• Evaluate current ORS & OAR 

• COID pilot project 

• Develop legislation 
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Thank you 
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