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Groundwater Basin Study

*Scope of Study
finalized this
month

*4 Agencies
* 4 Years
* S4 Million
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e Current Understanding and Data
Gap Assessment

e Data Collection

* Analysis/Interpretation
* Hydrogeologic Framework
* Groundwater Budget

* Integrated Groundwater Flow
System

* Report Writing

e Peer Review and Publication
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* Study funding broken into Y, Nl
WA and OR components = YN
*60/40 Cost Share

Between States and Feds

* OWRD Portion
approximately S1 Million

* Mix of General Fund and
Exempt Use Fees
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* October 14, 2020

* Over 70 participants
from the public

* Over 25 participants
from cooperating
agenc ies October 14, 2020

Amanda Garcia and Andy Long,

o DeSire to Cr‘eate Ila SOlid USGS OR & WA Water Science Centers
basis for future
cooperation and action”

Amanda Garcia
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Groundwater...
e Connections between
connected alluvial, basalt, and
uncertainty

complicated

interactive ? 19" surface water systems

_ - need . . .
good-tasting uwre essential *Variation in groundwater

hydraulicsl 90 rr]'plexd IEVEI trendS over SpaCe

vital comection  gnd time and how it

life |mr!£§mus relates to hydrogeology
ifefine mstery 1PN S\ and development trends
mysterious * Water budget and balance

hyporheic movement

—rechar e, use, storage
flow 5€, USE, &€,

and discharge
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Science... :
* Updates at key milestones
. in the process
curiosity P
. oxciting * Regular updates about
,'mpg[;ae[‘tfacts what is going on and what
e e s planned

faébl nati ng * Utilize past studies and

limitless useful PrO9ress orm data Whenever pOSSible

. - inf
options based €vidence complex

repm@dbggiipdataresults * Publicly available data
essential * Opportunities to

everywhere

understanding contribute observations,
knowledge, input
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*Virtual presentations in the
spring

* In-person public events in the
fall

* Technical Advisory Group
meetings 2x per year

* Quarterly email updates
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Wou are receiving this email because you expressed interest in receiving
updates about water management activities in the Walla Walla Basin from the
Oregon Water Resources Department You can unsubscribe at any time by
scrolling down to the bottom of this email.

We're rofling inte the Walla Walla River Basin fo collect groundwater levels over the
next two weeks! Thanks to all who have volunteered access to their wells!

We're in the field collecting data!

Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD) staff will be measuring
groundwater levels at wells between January 25th and February 5th, 2021. We
plan to measure between 200-250 wells in Oregon. Ve will be incorporafing
Oregon's current COVID-19 workplace standards into our visits this

year. Please reach out to Jen Woody at 503-437-5173

or Jennifer L \Woody@@oregon.gov if you have questions!
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Sl Next Steps

e Public review and feedback on Final Work Plan

* Public review and feedback on Draft Public
Participation Plan (final version expected in April)

*Virtual presentations in spring 2021

* Convene Technical Advisory Group in fall 2021

ZUSGS

science for a changing world
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\Washington Water Science Center

Walla Walla Groundwater

Overview Dataand Tools Partners

The Issue: Within the states of Washington and Oregon, the 1,777 mi® Walla Walla River Basin (WWRB) Status - Active
is a complex hydrogeologic system with long-term water-level declines in regional aquifers and insufficient
instream flows required for threatened and culturally important fish populations. The public and state

resource management agencies need an improved understanding of the WWRB hydrogeologic system to

manage and protect this valuable resource. Contacts
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Find more information online:
https://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/programs/GWWL/G
W/WallaWallaSubbasin/Pages/default.aspx

Sign-up for the mailing list to receive updates:
http://eepurl.com/hb4cmlL
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