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Walla Walla River Basin Groundwater Study
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Actions to Address Problem
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Groundwater Basin Study

•Scope of Study 
finalized this 
month
• 4 Agencies
• 4 Years
• $4 Million

•Full Hydrologic 
Basin
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Study Overview

• Current Understanding and Data 
Gap Assessment 

•Data Collection
•Analysis/Interpretation
•Hydrogeologic Framework
•Groundwater Budget
• Integrated Groundwater Flow 
System

• Report Writing

• Peer Review and Publication
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OWRD Funding

•Study funding broken into 
WA and OR components
•60/40 Cost Share 
Between States and Feds
•OWRD Portion 
approximately $1 Million
•Mix of General Fund and 
Exempt Use Fees
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Cooperative Work To Date

•October 2020 
Seepage Run
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Public Scoping Meeting

•October 14, 2020
•Over 70 participants 
from the public
•Over 25 participants 
from cooperating 
agencies
•Desire to create “a solid 
basis for future 
cooperation and action”
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What Did We Hear?
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•Connections between 
alluvial, basalt, and 
surface water systems
•Variation in groundwater 
level trends over space 
and time and how it 
relates to hydrogeology 
and development trends 
•Water budget and balance 
– recharge, use, storage, 
and discharge 

Groundwater…



What Did We Hear? 
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•Updates at key milestones 
in the process
•Regular updates about 
what is going on and what 
is planned
•Utilize past studies and 
data whenever possible
•Publicly available data
•Opportunities to 
contribute observations, 
knowledge, input

Science…



Groundwater Study Steps
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Public Participation Plan

•Virtual presentations in the 
spring
• In‐person public events in the 
fall
•Technical Advisory Group 
meetings 2x per year
•Quarterly email updates
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Next Steps

•Public review and feedback on Final Work Plan
•Public review and feedback on Draft Public 
Participation Plan (final version expected in April)
•Virtual presentations in spring 2021
•Convene Technical Advisory Group in fall 2021
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Questions?

Find more information online: 
https://www.oregon.gov/OWRD/programs/GWWL/G
W/WallaWallaSubbasin/Pages/default.aspx

Sign‐up for the mailing list to receive updates: 
http://eepurl.com/hb4cmL
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