Drought Report for the
Week of March 23, 2015

Governor Kate Brown declared drought in Malheur and Lake Counties on March 16.
Three additional counties (Klamath, Harney & Crook) have been submitted to the
Governor's office for consideration. Baker & Wheeler Counties are next to be considered
by the Oregon Drought Council. The Drought Council plans to meet next on April 9th.
Snow pack conditions throughout the state average less than 20% of normal, signaling
early and prolonged drought conditions throughout Southeast Oregon.
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http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/destea.html
http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/nwp/teacup/willamette/
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/tuatea.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/roguetea.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/umatilla/umatea.html
http://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/owytea.html
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/seasonal.php?lead=1
http://www.oregon.gov/owrd/WR/docs/DBR_2015/swsi_map_03_15.png
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A brief glimpse of winter on Mt. Bachelor as NRCS surveyors measure record low snowpack.
Photo courtesy of Kurt Moffitt (NRCS Oregon)

NRCS snow surveyors, Kurt Moffitt and Gabby Coughlin, measured record low snowpack
near Mt. Bachelor at two snow courses this month. Tangent snow course (5470 ft) dates
back over 60 years and is one of the oldest sites in the basin. The March measurement set a
new record low with only 6” of snow depth (1.8" of snow water), which is 10% of normal for
this site. The previous record low for March 1 was set in 1977. As of March 1, 32 sites in
Oregon set new record lows for snowpack and many more are near record low. Because of
this, below normal streamflow is expected this summer in many areas across Oregon.


ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usda.gov/OR/snow/watersupply/2015/WSOR_2015_Mar.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/owrd/WR/docs/DBR_2015/WSOR_2015_Mar.pdf
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2015 Malheur "’I'D’;'-(';SEST GD‘j;’CeI;’:gg 03/04/2015 03/11/2015
2015 Lake LSESUGHT G;gj;’;g; 03/10/2014 03/11/2015
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Oregon SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal

Mar 24, 2015
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The snow water equivalent percent of normal represents the current Prepared by:
snow water equivalent found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center
compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on Portland, Oregon

the first reading of the day (typically 00:00). http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov
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accumulated precipitation found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center
0 N RCS compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on Portland, Oregon
u the first reading of the day (typically 00:00). http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov




U.S. Drought Monitor
Oregon

March 17, 2015
(Released Thursday, Mar. 19, 2015)
Valid 7 a.m. EST

Drought Conditions (Percent Area)

None [ DO0-D4 [ D1-D4 [ D2-D4 [inxkZinZ v’

Current 14.22 | 85.78 | 82.30 | 47.93 | 33.72 | 0.00

Last Week
3/10/2015

12.15 | 87.85 | 82.30 | 44.95 | 33.72 | 0.00

3 Months Ago

12/16/2014 11.76 | 88.24 | 82.10 | 53.21 | 34.88 | 0.00

Start of
Calendar Year | 13.61 | 86.39 | 80.70 | 49.29 | 34.11 | 0.00
12/30/2014

Start of
Water Year 1.56 | 98.44 | 76.61 | 56.26 | 35.30 | 0.00
9/30/2014

One YearAgo [ 77 | 9923 | 95.14 | 49.08 | 0.00 | 0.00
3/18/2014

Intensity:
DO Abnormally Dry B 03 extreme Drought
D1 Moderate Drought - D4 Exceptional Drought

D2 Severe Drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale conditions.
Local conditions may vary. See accompanying text summary
for forecast statements.

Author:
Chris Fenimore

NCDC/NESDIS/NOAA

USDA _

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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it County Drought Title Drought Status #AOf IIiDcraOtliJor?st # of Drought Permits # of Drought Transfers
—Applications

Publications 2014 Harney HARNEY DROUGHT Governor 3 2 0
Declared

Surface Water

2014 Klamath KLAMATH DROUGHT Governor 46 41 0

Declared

Water Law
Governor

Water Management 2Oty Lzl EAAEEROCCH Declared L L Y

Water Rights MALHEUR Governor

Water Rights 2014 Malheur DROUGHT Declared 27 27 0
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